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Miller – Klausner Family 
Oral History Interviews 

 
Bob Klausner conducted some of these interviews with his parents, Mickey (MMK) and David 
(DMK) Klausner, prior to David’s death in 1984.  Bob (RBK) and his brother, Bill (WJK), did 
the others with Mickey in or around 1987.  The interviews were conducted in Palm Beach, 
Florida where Mickey and David lived. 
 
TAPE 1, SIDE A 
RBK: And your grandparents. 
 
MMK:  I know very little about my grandparents, dear. 
 
RBK:  Do you know where they came from? 
 
MMK: Yeah, they came from Russia.  My mother’s father and mother and children, except for 
two of them, there were five children.  My mother was about two and a half years old when she 
came.  Two years old, anyway. In 1882 I think it was. And they came with five children and had 
two children after that.  
 
RBK:  And where did they settle down? 
 
MMK:  In New York. 
 
RBK: What did your grandfather do? 
 
MMK: I can’t remember that because when I remembered him he lived with us. 
 
RBK:  Do you remember your grandmother? 
 
MMK:  My grandmother died very young, when I was about two.  You see, so then my 
grandfather lived with us.  He lived with my aunt, Ree; he lived with whomever.  I don’t think he 
did too much because he’d go from one to the other, you know?  In those years, the children took 
care of their parents. 
 
RBK: What about your father’s parents? 
 
MMK: My father came over in 1885 at the age of 15. He was the first one to come over of the 
family. 
 
RBK: From Russia? 
 
MMK:  From Russia. And, with a pack on his back. Not speaking the language, trying to learn it. 
He went down South, and I don’t know how he managed it but by the time he married my 
mother, which was in 1900, he was already in business, he had a clothing store.  He had sent 
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over for his parents, his sister and his brother who he took into business with him.  And he 
married my mother in 1900, as I told you. 
 
RBK:  When you say he went down south, what do you mean by he went down south? 
 
MMK:  I don’t know where he went, Bob. 
 
RBK:  You mean the southern states? 
 
MMK:  Yeah. What he sold I wouldn’t know because I wouldn’t remember that.  I didn’t know 
anything about that because by the time I was old enough to understand anything he was pretty 
secure in business.  He had two clothing shops by the time I was four years old.  And his brother 
took care of one and  
 
RBK: So he never told you about what he did when he came over. 
 
MMK:  No, except he did say he took a pack on his back and learned the language, went to the 
libraries, studied and learned to read and write and of course mathematics he could always do 
that. He had some education abroad.  
 
RBK:  Where were you brought up? 
 
MMK: In Brooklyn.  It was Brownsville at that time. 
 
RBK:  Was that near where he worked? 
 
MMK: Where the stores were?  Sure. I guess he bought the buildings because he owned the 
buildings, I know he owned the buildings.  
 
RBK:  Where the stores were? 
 
MMK: Where the stores were. How long it took for him to pay off the buildings, I don’t know. 
He did own the buildings and we lived on the first floor of the clothing store. You see? 
 
RBK: You mean above the store? 
 
MMK: Yes, above the store. Until we, I went to public school in Brownsville and all my brothers 
were born.  Mannie and Irving were born in, and Oscar. 
 
RBK:  Was Mannie the oldest? 
 
MMK:  Mannie was the oldest. Then Irving and then Oscar and then Si and then Stanley. Then 
we moved up to Eastern Parkway. 
 
RBK:  When did you move to Eastern Parkway? 
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MMK: Well, I was there; we went there when I was about 12 I guess, 11 or 12, because I was 
graduated from grade school.  And then I went to Erasmus High. 
 
RBK:  How did you get to Erasmus High? 
 
MMK:  By bus. 
 
RBK:  By bus? 
 
MMK: No, by subway. 
 
RBK:  They had subways then? 
 
MMK:  Oh sure, sure. 
 
RBK: How long would it take to get to school? 
 
MMK: That I wouldn’t know, dear.  A very short time, because it was in Flatbush. 
 
RBK:  Did you have friends that lived nearby that went to school with you? 
 
MMK: Rose Pechetsky, she was under me, about a year younger than me. And, um.  [pause]  I 
had… sure I had some friends. 
 
RBK: Any that you stayed friendly with? 
 
MMK: Rose Pechetsky is my lifelong friend.  
 
RBK:  Is she your oldest friend? 
 
MMK: She is just about the oldest.  Then there’s Fanny Cohen.  I met her when she was … when 
I was about, no Fanny I met afterwards. 
 
RBK:  Did you go to Sunday school? Did your brothers go to Sunday school? 
 
MMK: Yeah they went to Sunday school.  Ruth Lercher Blecker Spiegel was their Sunday 
school teacher. 
 
RBK:  Was their teacher? 
 
MMK: [laughing] Yah, right. 
 
RBK: Is that right? 
 
MMK: Yah.  [inaudible] They were bar mitzvahed. 
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RBK: Were your parents very religious? 
 
MMK: No, they weren’t as religious as… you know.  It wasn’t a kosher thing. 
 
RBK:  What would you do after school? Or on weekends? 
 
MMK: Well, like after school, I would get home, do my homework, take care of my brothers; we 
could never keep track of my brother, Si. 
 
RBK:  Why? 
 
MMK: Oh it was awful.  We lived right opposite the park. And you’d find him back on the fire 
escape. You know?  Or you’d find him in the park somewhere; you really have to go looking for 
him all the time.  Oscar was very meek.  My brother, Mannie, if he didn’t like anything he’d 
immediately go and get a passport.  [laughs]  He had about four passports. He was going to go 
leave the country!  
 
RBK:  Like for an example, what wouldn’t he like? 
 
MMK:  I don’t know,  
 
RBK: that would trigger him off? 
 
MMK: I don’t know how kids are.  When he was about 15 he started getting into going to get a 
passport. 
 
RBK:  How about Irving? 
 
MMK: Irving was dedicated to my father and the store. [emphatically] And he went through high 
school with his mind on the store, always, so, he never went…, they all went to camp, we all 
went to camp. 
 
RBK: You’d go to camp in the summer time? 
 
MMK: Yeah.  Well, in the beginning, we would go up to the Catskills, the whole family would 
go for the holiday. But umm, later 
 
RBK: What would the holiday be? During the summer? 
 
MMK: Yeah, during the summer.  
 
RBK:  Did your dad go to? 
 
MMK:  Yeah, sure. 
 
RBK: What would he do?  Would he close the store? 
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MMK: No, well he had people running the place. In fact, Abe Stark, who was the Borough 
president, got his apprenticeship with my father. He was with my father until he went into 
business himself.  
 
RBK: So how long would you go away for? 
 
MMK: Oh, about three or four, three weeks or so. You know, and then come back and go to the 
beach.  When I was 16, my father got me my first car. Because he could use his car for going to 
business you see.  I got the car so I could take my mother to her meetings, you know she was 
interested in the Orphan’s Home and the Old Folks Home.  And I would take the whole family 
down to the beach. 
 
RBK:  What kind of car was it? 
 
MMK: I had a little one, my father had a big car. I don’t even know the name of my first car. But 
it was for the convenience of my mother.  I was 14 when I first started to drive.  You see in those 
days you didn’t have to have a license or anything to learn how to drive. So I’ve been driving 
since I’m 14 years old.  
 
RBK:  Did you have a radio at home? 
 
MMK: We had every convenience, dear. 
 
RBK:  When did the radio come in? 
 
MMK: Gee, I don’t remember, dear. 
 
RBK:  When you were at school, did you listen to the radio at night? 
 
MMK:  No, children didn’t just do that.  They did their homework, and then they’d go to bed.  It 
wasn’t like it is today where people sit at the television and spend hours with the television.  You 
just didn’t have that.  
 
RBK:  Did you have a refrigerator? 
 
MMK: Everything, darling.  Well, at first there were ice boxes. Where the ice man would bring 
in a big thing, cake of ice. But when we moved up to Eastern Parkway, we had every 
convenience, it was, we had a big lot and basketball, we had a, we originally thought a tennis 
court, it was a great big lot next to our house, which was built by my father and his brother.  And 
we had, it was a three family house. The ground floor.  We lived on the first floor with a balcony 
and railings around. And my uncle lived on the top floor. And it was a very, very nice house. 
That’s when I met Daddy, we lived in that house; afterwards they moved on to Flatbush. You 
remember that house. 
 
RBK: Right. Can you remember when you first went to a hospital? 
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MMK: Hospital, nobody ever went to a hospital. 
 
RBK: No one went to a hospital? When people were sick what did they do? 
 
MMK: Well, we never had that, Bob. We’ve always had very good health.  The first hospital I 
ever remember was after we were married and I happened to be in Brooklyn one day, you know, 
to visit the folks, and Stanley took sick and he had to go to the hospital.   
 
RBK:  What was the matter with Stanley? 
 
MMK:  He evidently had pleurisy, or something, I don’t know. I don’t remember because I was 
married at that time. I just was visiting.  He was so sick, we got him to the hospital. 
 
RBK:  What are your memories of the first World War? 
 
MMK: It was just before I was graduated from high school. Because I was graduated in 1919.  
Because I went to Sargents and stayed there two years. So I remember that time and I had a 
boyfriend, Nig, from down South, who was a fire man and I met him through Alice and Eppie. 
 
RBK:  Who were Alice and Eppie? 
 
MMK: Alice Gelder, Alice Licht, who was my aunt’s sister, who lived upstairs.  She was one of 
my very good friends.  
 
RBK: Was he in the War, in the service? 
 
MMK: In those years they were in college and were in uniform. 
 
RBK: Like an ROTC? 
 
MMK: Like that. 
 
RBK: How did you decide to go to Sargents? 
 
MMK:  Well, that was a very big story.  I had the worst posture of anybody you ever saw. It was 
like a question mark. Because I was very tall when I was 13 and all my friends were very small, 
so I would, you know, just bow down to them and before I knew it, I was really a horrible sight.  
And my mother was always conscious of posture as I am now.  And a cousin of mine who lived 
in Boston had a friend, a doctor, who was coming down to New York and she asked him to look 
me up. So he did, Dr. Walter Levinson, his name was.  And he came and took me out and 
afterwards he said, “What are you going to be doing?”  And I said, “I’m going to be going to … 
what do you call it?  Not Hunter but … 
 
RBK: City College? 
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MMK: No. Not City College. 
 
RBK:  NYU? 
 
MMK: Columbia’s? 
 
RBK: Barnard? 
 
MMK: Barnard. I had applied to Barnard and I was going to Barnard. And he said, “I’d like to 
speak to your mother.”  So I said, “Well, come on up!” [laughs]  So he came up and my mother 
was there and he said, “Mrs. Miller, you have a very attractive daughter. But she’s never going to 
be that attractive if you don’t do something about her posture. I would suggest that instead of 
sending her to Barnard, you would send her to Sargents in Cambridge.” Well, my mother had 
never heard of Sargents in Cambridge.  She had never heard of any physical ed schools, you 
know. But he was so persuasive that she said, “And you think they can straighten her out?”  And 
he said, “Without a doubt.” And so, we made application. 
 
RBK: How did you feel about that? 
 
MMK: Well, I didn’t care, he was very attractive. [laughs] 
 
RBK: You thought maybe you’d be up in Boston and how bad could it be? 
 
MMK: Yeah, right. 
 
RBK: Did you think he might have had an ulterior motive? 
 
MMK: [laughs] I have no idea because no, it never came to anything like that. And, so [laughs] I 
went up there and so, when I got there, we were right on the Harvard campus. Sargents’ 
compound was right in back of the Harvard school. And so, I met a lot of 
 
RBK: Did you go visit there before you applied? 
 
MMK: Sure, my mother and I went up and we were accepted, I was accepted and I lived in the 
house right next to where Kim lived when she was up in Cambridge. I have a picture of that 
house. 
 
RBK:  And you went there, was it a two year school? 
 
MMK: Three years, but I only stayed two years because the last year was practice teaching and I 
knew I didn’t want to do that. So I didn’t stay for my graduation. 
 
RBK: And did they straighten you out? 
 
MMK: Well, do I have good posture, Bob? 
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RBK: Is that when you got good posture? 
 
MMK: That’s when I got good posture. And it’s been wonderful because every day of my life 
I’m pulling in that stomach. And it’s not only good for the posture but it’s good for your health. 
To be standing up properly. And you know how conscious I am of posture. I’ve been at Bill all 
the time, you know, as you remember.  I never had to do it to you but I did have to do it to him. 
 
RBK:  Well, what did you want to do when you got out of school? 
 
MMK:  I didn’t want to do anything.  I wanted to get married. 
 
RBK: That was your goal? 
 
MMK: That was my goal.  We never wanted to do things. I helped my father down at the store. 
Afterwards.  I did buying with him, you know, looking at all the samples with him. I’d do that.  
I’d go down with him. I was very interested in the stores.  
 
RBK: Was Irving working in the store then? 
 
MMK: Irving was working in the store.  Mannie was working in the store. In fact, they took 
another store. Up, nearer to Eastern Parkway. That was their third store. Then, during the time 
before we moved up to Flatbush, my father and his brother were separated. My father took one 
store and my uncle took the other.  
 
RBK: Why did they separate? 
 
MMK: They separated because the boys were coming into the business and I guess my uncle, he 
had a son, but he was a doctor, so without putting a nickel into that business, Bob, my father was 
so anxious to get rid of my uncle, that he gave him more than half. Which we were very annoyed 
about. I mean it was not fair.  
 
RBK:  What was his name? 
 
MMK: Sam Miller. Then my brothers went into business. And then of course they branched out 
to New York and they branched out to Kings Highway. And you know now it’s [inaudible]. 
They loved their business, they had a marvelous reputation in Brooklyn. They really did.  In the 
industry. And that was with them. 
 
RBK: So how long after you got out of school did you get married? 
 
MMK: I was quite old. I was almost 24. I was married in June and in October I was 24.  
 
RBK: Was that considered quite old for getting married? 
 
MMK: Yeah.  
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David M Klausner: We were married in ’25. 
 
MMK: I know it. But I was 24, going to be 24 years old.  You were going to be 29.  
 
RBK: Well how about some of your girlfriends, did some of them get married before you? 
 
MMK: Ruth Spiegel did. Ruth Spiegel got married earlier.  Alice Gelder. Alice Gelder got 
married [phone rings] 
 
RBK: Let’s go back a step. Tell me some of the things you remember about being a young girl. 
Incidents, experiences… 
 
MMK: Well, Bob, when we were young, when I was 18 I started going out, you know, in those 
years you didn’t go out before then.  And then I’d come back, I’d have to be back by 11. When 
I’d be coming back my brother Irving would always be up on the balcony looking for me, 
waiting for me, wouldn’t go to sleep until I got home.  Unbelievable, this kid was. He was not to 
be believed. In every respect he was not to be believed. So, I started going out when I was 18 and 
I always had a boyfriend or two, but there was never a real boyfriend, it was a date. 
 
RBK: Where would you go on a date? 
 
MMK: Ah, you know, you’d go to a movie, you’d go dancing, you know. If my mother said be 
home at 11, it was 11.  And sometimes we had to go in a subway and it would be 11:30. They’d 
be walking on the street waiting for me. 
 
RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: Now that’s the truth, Bob. 
 
RBK: Welcome home. 
 
MMK: Yeah, [laughs].  Of course, later on my friends had cars so there was no problem.  I’ve 
never had a lot of friends, just one or two good friends. And when I met Daddy, at that time I 
was going with Harold Dresher, who certainly thought I was going to marry him.  
 
RBK: Where was he from? 
 
MMK: He was from Brooklyn. He’s the one, when we went with Kim and Drew to that puppet 
show, I was walking down the aisle with the two children and he was there with his grandson.  
And I went to the first row to take the children’s coats off and Kim turned to me and she said, 
“Grammie, somebody is calling you.” And I said, “I don’t know anybody here, Kim.” She said, 
“He’s pointing to you.” I turned around and I still didn’t recognize him. And, finally I decided 
I’d go over because he was so insistent. And I went up to him. He was sitting there with his little 
grandson and I looked at him.  And he said, “Mickey,” And I still looked at him and he said, 
“You don’t remember me?”  And, when I had my birthday, the year before, he had given me a 
slave link[?], which I still have in the vault. And he looked at my wrist and I happened to be 
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wearing it, and he said, “Who gave you that?” My goose flesh now when I tell it. And I said, “I 
DON’T BELIEVE IT!!” He was gorgeous! He was skinny, when I went out with him, and he 
had filled out and he had white hair and he was absolutely gorgeous. And so I called Kim and 
Drew over to introduce them, she couldn’t care less.  
 
RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK:  She walked right away, she said how do you do and walked right away back to her seat. 
 
RBK: What do you mean, he had sent you, after all those years he had sent you a bracelet? 
 
MMK: No, dear, the year before we were married. 
 
RBK: Oh, before you were married. 
 
MMK:  Before, as a friendship thing he gave me that.  So anyway… 
 
RBK: That was the first time you’d seen him since in all those years? 
 
MMK: I hadn’t seen him, it was about, well now you know, Kim was about six I think.  That was 
about 20 years ago. I hadn’t seen him in over 30 years.  
 
RBK: Isn’t that interesting? 
 
MMK: And he recognized me when I walked down.  As did somebody here last year. I had, we 
had met this couple in parties and we had gone out to dinner with them, we had them to dinner, 
they had us to dinner. At restaurants. 
 
DMK: Who? 
 
MMK: You’ll hear me in a minute, David. And this one night I invited them to come to the 
house to dinner.  And this man, Hy, Hy Meltzer, sat opposite me at the table 
 
DMK:  Oh yeah. 
 
MMK: And he said, “Mickey, did you ever know a doctor by the name of Oscar Rodin?” And I 
said, “Oh yes, I’d gone out with him for a long time.  He’d wanted to marry me so desperately, 
so it was a thing that everybody knew, and so I said, “How would you come to Oscar Rodin?”  
He said, now listen, I’m married 53 years at the time this happened, 54.  He said, “I double dated 
with you.”   
 
RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: He said, “You lived on Eastern Parkway,” this is what he tells me, “You lived on Eastern 
Parkway, in a red brick house with a balcony around it and a tennis court” He thought it was a 
tennis court next to it. And he said, “I double dated with you and Oscar.” I nearly dropped my 
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teeth! I couldn’t believe it possible. Now this is after 50 some odd years! More than 50 because I 
met Daddy, at that time, 55 years ago. And he dated me, Oscar Rodin was before Harold 
Dresher. You know, I was going with him.  So it was almost 60 years.  And he tells me that I 
double dated and my house was a red brick house and I had a tennis court on the side of it! Was 
it wild?  I just, I haven’t gotten over that, even today.  
 
RBK: That is a strange thing. 
 
MMK: It seems absolutely uncanny. But Harold, after 35 years he sees me walking down an 
aisle and he recognized me. 
 
RBK:  Harold was pretty shook up when you got married? 
 
MMK:  Oh yeah, I had the most beautiful letters from him, though, really. 
 
RBK: He was just before Daddy? 
 
MMK: Yeah, he was the one who really, he was quite upset.  
 
[Tape off.] 
 
RBK: Do you remember any special holidays that were celebrated by the family?  
 
MMK: Oh yeah, we always celebrated, on Rosh Hashona and Yom Kippur, we always fasted on 
Yom Kippur. I do to this day and so does Daddy. But the boys don’t. They were all Bar 
Mitzvahed, as you and Bill were, you know, and you know what happened there. So we were 
talking about it yesterday, Daddy and I, and we said we tried to instill something, some 
Jewishness into your lives, I used to Friday night light the candles.  Remember we’d have black 
candles every night but white ones on Fridays? You remember that. 
 
RBK:  Mmmm. 
 
MMK: And that neither one of you is at all conscious of your Jewishness, you just, it shocks me 
to know that with a background that what we had for 18 years or maybe 20 years, that neither 
one of you has any feeling for Jewishness. 
 
RBK: I wouldn’t necessarily say that. 
 
MMK: You wouldn’t? 
 
RBK: No.  
 
MMK: That’s the impression I get. 
 
RBK:  Were there any other holidays, was Thanksgiving an important day for the family? 
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MMK: Not as much as the Jewish holidays, you see.  Sure, we’d have Thanksgiving dinner.  We 
were always a family of togetherness. Always. Both David’s and my family.  We were very 
family conscious. To this day, his family is very, very together. 
 
RBK: Your family broke up a little bit. 
 
MMK: Not broke up, only because we live in such different, you see, in those years David’s 
family were all in Jersey City.  In my case, I moved to Jersey, Si moved to Scarsdale, Oscar 
moved to Rockville Center, everybody spread out, and of course, when we were at, when my 
mother and father lived in Flatbush, you know we used to get together very often.  But, it isn’t 
convenient when you’re so far away and that’s why they were a little separated. The only 
separation as far as I know in our family was between Manny and Irving.  Other than that 
 
RBK: What caused that? 
 
MMK: Business, I think. They were in business together and I don’t know what the reason was 
but  
 
[end of side A] 
 
TAPE 1, SIDE B 
RBK: College, did your parents have any aspirations as to what they like 
 
MMK: No. 
 
RBK: you to do or be? 
 
MMK: No, in those days, 55 or 60 years ago, darling, a girl was not, we never thought that girls 
should have careers or anything.  They get married, they have a family. They worked at being a 
mother, and this is how, in those years, this is what it was. And it isn’t like today, where today 
you’re career minded. There’s women’s lib, there’s separation of family togetherness. There’s no 
such thing 
 
RBK: What did they, how did they feel about your brothers and their, what they were going to 
do? 
 
MMK: Well, two of my brothers were lawyers but they never practiced. 
 
RBK: Was this just something that they were interested in? 
 
MMK: My parents didn’t care.  They all went to college and whatever they would choose would 
be alright with my parents. My parents were very giving parents, they were loving parents, they 
weren’t demonstrative but there was nothing that we ever wanted that we didn’t have. So that 
there was never any friction.  
 
RBK: In terms of personalities, how would you describe your mother and father? 
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MMK: My father was introverted; my mother was an extrovert. My mother was always giving, 
she worked, she went to the orphans every single day.  She went to the old folks to feed them 
every single day. And she’d go to these meetings and give away what she had.  She was very 
giving.  My father, on the other hand, was interested in his family alone.  
 
RBK: So their social life 
 
MMK: No, yes, they had friends, but there wasn’t that, in those days there weren’t that many 
social activities that, my father was at business every day until 10 o’clock at night, you see.  My 
mother had friends and, but she’d be home at night, she’d go to the Old Folks Home and then I’d 
pick her up and take her home.  
 
RBK: Would your father take time off on the weekends or was he working mostly on the 
weekends? 
 
MMK: No, they worked 
 
RBK: So when would you spend time with your father? 
 
MMK: Very little, very little. My father was at business all the time. This was the way of life for 
people in those days. There was not the, what’s happening today is now the women’s lib has a 
sharing partner in everything.  In those days the woman did her thing and the man did his thing. 
The man was at business and the woman was at home. Now my mother was not a homebody. 
She had help, very poor help, we all had very poor help at that time, but I was there, until I went 
away to school.  I used to take care of my brothers when my mother was at the Orphan’s Home. 
And she could take care of the other children.  She didn’t have the patience with ours. 
 
RBK: What did they think about your getting married? 
 
MMK: Whatever I wanted was alright. 
 
RBK: They thought that Daddy was a knight in shining armor? 
 
MMK: Yes, they like him very much. 
 
RBK: Did they get to meet or did they know Dad’s parents well? 
 
MMK: No, they didn’t know them.  We were engaged before we met. 
 
RBK: Did they ultimately become friendly with his parents? 
 
MMK: No, because they were in Jersey, they didn’t drive.  My parents, my father was at work all 
the time, you know, even after I was married that was [inaudible].  
 
RBK: So they never really had too much to do with? 
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MMK: No, they never had too much to do. 
 
RBK: How did they feel about your going off to live in Jersey? 
 
MMK: They never had any idea that it shouldn’t be that way. That’s the way it was and that’s the 
way it was going to be. 
 
[phone rings. Tape off] 
 
RBK:  What would you say the biggest problems your parents had? 
 
MMK: My parents? 
 
RBK: Yeah, do you recall them having major concerns about any problems? 
 
MMK: No.  
 
RBK:  Did they ever argue with one another? 
 
MMK: No. No, my father was at work  
 
RBK: [laughs] He wasn’t around so much. 
 
MMK: [laughs] He wasn’t around and my mother arranged everything.  Whatever she said was 
alright with him. And so there was never any friction. To notice, I guess they had an argument or 
two every once in a while, who doesn’t?  But no, nothing like that. 
 
RBK: Were 
 
MMK: It was a very happy household. 
 
RBK: When did you get interested in clothes? 
 
MMK: Clothes?  Well I was elected Fashion Plate at Erasmus Hall High School. I was Fashion 
Plate.  Would you believe it?  
 
RBK: [laughs] So you were obviously interested in clothes. 
 
MMK: Well I wasn’t, I didn’t care too much about it except that I, at that time, Mrs. Loehmann, 
you know, would get all these fabulous clothes from all the couturiers. And she had six or seven 
girls who she outfitted and I tell you, I had the most gorgeous clothes. 
 
RBK: What do you mean she had six or seven girls she outfitted? 
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MMK: Well, you know, it was all these sample clothes from all these couturiers.  And it was 
$39.50 for each one. And she’d call the girls, there was Rose, not big Rose Parnes but little Rose 
Parnes, the one I know, there was Anna Waller[?], there was me, there were five or six girls, 
maybe seven, and she’d call us and we’d come down, and who ever fit into the clothes, got the 
clothes. 
 
RBK: What do you mean got them? 
 
MMK: Who ever looked best in the clothes bought them. And there was never any trouble with 
the girls cause we’d look at each other and who ever looked best got those dresses. And when I 
tell you I had the most gorgeous clothes you ever saw, for $39.50 apiece. 
 
RBK: When was this, when you were in high school? 
 
MMK: When I was in high school.  Not that I wore all those clothes, all those gorgeous clothes, 
but I had some everyday clothes that I knew how to wear and I was elected Fashion Plate.  
 
RBK: Weren’t you heavy when you were in high school? 
 
MMK: No, only when I went to Sargents, I put on 30 pounds in two years and took it off in one 
year. 
 
RBK: I see.  
 
MMK: And I’ve been exactly the same since. 
 
RBK: Did you have any pets? 
 
MMK: No, we never had any pets. I’m not a pet girl. 
 
RBK: How about your brothers? 
 
MMK: No, they didn’t either. 
 
RBK:  Your parents didn’t like them? 
 
MMK: The children never asked for them. 
 
RBK: Did you get an allowance? 
 
MMK: Well, I’ll tell you, I used to get an allowance.  When I was at Sargents I got an allowance 
that must have been about $10 a week. And when I was getting married to Daddy, I had $280 
saved up, from my allowance.  And I came, and we were going to go to Europe [for their 
honeymoon], and we were going to make wills. And I said to Daddy, [laughs] “I think we should 
have a joint account. I have $280.” And I gave him the $280.  
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RBK: 50-50. 
 
MMK: So we had a joint checking account. But after one year of marriage he decided that wasn’t 
going to cut it. 
 
RBK: [inaudible] 
 
MMK:  I’d forget to tell him, not that he would have minded if I had spent it but I had forgotten 
to tell him I wrote the check. And he got that all screwed up with that one. [laughs] 
 
RBK: He couldn’t cope with that one? 
 
MMK: You know how meticulous he is, so he decided that you’ll have your own checking 
account.  So he gave me my own checking account and it’s been that way ever since.  
 
RBK: Did you travel, take long trips before you were married? 
 
MMK: No. No. 
 
RBK: So the first time you really travelled was after you got married. 
 
MMK: Right. 
 
RBK: When you went to Europe on your honeymoon that was the first time you travelled? 
 
MMK: And the second trip was when you were nine months old. We went to the Coast, I told 
you that.  
 
RBK: Did you know any gay people then? 
 
MMK: No.  We weren’t conscious of all that.  We knew nothing. You knew nothing.  You see, 
David, put the light out, dear.  There was nothing like that, Bill, uh Bob.  Everything was, 
nobody even thought of those things. We didn’t think of sex. It was an entirely different kind of 
world. 
 
RBK:  You really didn’t know much about sex before you were married. 
 
MMK: No, nothing. We knew nothing. No, we knew nothing. 
 
RBK: But there must have been people around. 
 
MMK: Of course. I’m sure there were, Bob. I’m sure there were but we didn’t know who they 
were or never came in contact with them. I first came in contact with them when I was with 
Molly Parnes in the dress business, you see. And there you found a lot of them.  In our 
neighborhood we didn’t… 
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RBK: You mean in Brownsville? 
 
MMK: In Brownsville we didn’t. I’m sure they had them but we didn’t, they weren’t 
concentrated like they are in New York in the dress business or the art business or in so many, 
different kind of, photography, you get that, you see. But we had no contact with those kind of 
people.  
 
RBK: So you had no sex education at all? 
 
MMK: No, none at all. No. 
 
RBK: Even when you were at college, at Sargents? 
 
MMK: No. At Sargents I had anatomy, I had sort of a pre-med course. But it was never about sex 
education. It was to learn the body.  
 
RBK: How did the Crash affect 
 
MMK: We were never conscious 
 
RBK: your family? 
 
MMK: Money never entered our minds. We were never conscious of not having what we 
wanted. We were never extravagant, as you know, we’re more conservative. And to this day, 
Daddy’s thrilled if I buy something. 
 
RBK: When the Crash came, how did it affect your father’s business? 
 
MMK: I’ll tell you how it affected my father’s business. He would not go into bankruptcy as 
everyone else did. And so my mother had saved $40,000, you know, little piddly things? And she 
gave him the $40,000 and he paid up all his bills and that was the end of that. 
 
RBK: So he really wasn’t affected? 
 
MMK: He really wasn’t affected. Except for the fact, I’ll tell you, how affected he was, he had a 
potato farm out in Long Island, my father was very enterprising, he had more vision, as Irving 
will tell you, than all his boys put together. But, he didn’t have the back, the  
 
DMK: Academic 
 
MMK: No, no, that is not what I mean, dear. He didn’t have the backing of my brothers in 
different enterprises that he wanted to do. Do you understand that? 
 
RBK: Yeah. 
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MMK: My brother, Manny, was always very negative, and my brother, Irving, was very positive 
but he didn’t, he and Manny would get together, the one was so negative, the one was so 
positive, and Bob, what dear? Do you remember that when they were going to buy that building 
next to  
 
[inaudible] 
 
MMK: on Broadway, Manny absolutely refused.  He could have made a half a million dollars in 
that building.  But Irving was always a little timid even though he’d go along with my father, he 
wouldn’t want to buck his brother. So they never did take it. But my father always had more 
vision.  Now he bought a potato farm, a big potato farm out in Long Island.  NOW, I mean 
afterwards, during the Depression he had to let it go because he couldn’t afford to keep up, 
whatever it was, the mortgage payments, he wanted to keep his stores, he wanted to pay off that. 
They now found the plans of the potato farm and that’s where the Kennedy Airport is. So, when 
you ask about my father, my father had very little education, but he learned by himself to read, to 
write, to multiply and divide.  And he was, as I say, only interested in his family. But, he was 
dedicated to his family and there was nothing that we ever wanted that we couldn’t have. So 
when you ask me about the Depression, we as kids didn’t have any feel of that 
 
RBK: But by the time the Depression came you were married 
 
MMK: That’s right. We were married and the children were all at college or out of college. 
 
RBK:  Do you remember who your dentist was? 
 
MMK: I surely do. 
 
RBK: How come you remember him so well? 
 
MMK: Because Cap Shuman, well of course the first dentist, when we were kids there was no 
such thing about worrying about your teeth. You brushed your teeth; you didn’t even go to the 
dentist. You brushed your teeth.  When I was married I went to Cap Shuman and he was a lousy 
dentist because two years after that I lost a tooth. And that was Cap Shuman, why I remember 
Cap Shuman. Cause I lost a tooth. 
 
RBK: [laughs] Who took care of you as a child? If you say your mother 
 
MMK: I took care of everybody. 
 
RBK: But when you were 
 
MMK: I know, darling, but 
 
RBK: If your mother was not around much. 
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MMK: My mother was, well we always had somebody there, you know, she’d never leave us 
alone. We always had somebody there. When I was a little older I took care.  When I was eight I 
used to do the shopping. You see, and I would take care of my brothers.  Don’t you remember 
when I told you how I’d make a ring around and I’d say I have to go up and do my homework, to 
Oscar, and I’d say “You stay here. You play in this circle.”  [laughs] But Seymour we could 
never find. But Oscar would be in that circle. Poor Oscar, he would have to stay in 
 
RBK: Were you allowed to go out on the streets and play by yourself? 
 
MMK: Yeah, we had this big yard and we had the park opposite.  Nobody was afraid like they 
are today, dear. You see it was a different kind of world we lived in. 
 
RBK: Did you have any ritual in terms of going to bed? 
 
MMK: I told you, we’d do our homework and go to bed. My father would come home around 10 
o’clock. 
 
RBK: Would you still be up? When he came home? 
 
MMK: Some of us would. We’d read.  We had one of those big Victrola things, we’d put music 
on. We always had Caruso,  
 
RBK: Did any of the kids take lessons? Music lessons? 
 
MMK: I took piano lessons.  
 
RBK: As a kid, as a youngster? 
 
MMK: Not as a youngster. As I got older. 
 
RBK: But when you were growing up? 
 
MMK: No, we weren’t interested. 
 
RBK: Nobody took any kind of lessons? 
 
MMK: No. 
 
RBK: How would you spend your allowance when you were a youngster? 
 
MMK: [laughs] I told you, I saved it. I needed nothing, we needed nothing, dear.  We needed 
nothing.  I don’t know what my brothers did.  Mannie went to Boys High,  
 
RBK: They used to go to ball games. 
 
MMK: Yeah, they went to ball games, you know, money was never a question. 
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RBK: What was a typical Sunday? What would you do on Sundays? 
 
MMK: Well, my father was at work, 
 
RBK: Yeah, and what would the family do? 
 
MMK: I’d take my mother where she wanted to go, I had the car, you see.  And my brothers, I 
don’t know what they would do. I have no idea. We’d all meet for dinner at night.  They’d play 
in the park, ball, or they’d go to a ball game.  You know, we had Ebbetts Field very close to us. 
 
RBK: Did you have a favorite, do you remember any special teacher at  
 
MMK: No 
 
RBK: Either high school or grade school? 
 
MMK: Nobody that made an impression. 
 
RBK: At any time? 
 
MMK: No. But up at Sargents we had a most beautiful teacher who was a lesbian, that’s where I 
learned about lesbians, that’s when I learned about these things up there because they were full 
of it. The teacher was, you see, and of course at Sargents, the big girls, like I was, the tall girls, 
we would have cotillion dances and we would take one of the girls, but we’d be dressed in men’s 
clothes.  I had a boyfriend, Bob Nathan, at Harvard, and he used to lend me one of his suits. And 
I had pictures taken in one of those suits, you remember those pictures.  I didn’t save any of 
them.  I had my hair pulled back, you know, with a tie and I’d take the girl to the dance. Yeah. 
 
RBK: Amongst your parents’ friends 
 
MMK: Yes, 
 
RBK: did you have any favorites?  
 
MMK: Well there was 
 
RBK: People who were friends of your parents? 
 
MMK: Yeah, my mother had a lot of, my mother was very outgoing.  She had a lot of friends but 
a lot of them were relatives, you see, like May Shapiro, used to come and sit at the porch. Or 
Lena Shapiro would come. I have a friend down here [Florida], I never knew, but her mother and 
my mother were very good friends but I only met her recently and of course she remembered me. 
My mother had friends and she was always very friendly with the neighbors. 
 
RBK:  Well, were any of those people you were especially fond of? 
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MMK: Not especially, 
 
RBK: Amongst your parents friends? 
 
MMK: No except some were better friends to her than others. So they’d come more often. But, 
our household was an open door. And if eight people came and she had nothing special to serve, 
she’d open up cans and everything was great.  
 
RBK: Mostly pineapple. 
 
MMK: Every single night. Must be a healthy food, I can tell you, must be a very healthy food. 
Because my brothers are all straight backs, you know, and we never had orange juice, we never 
had vegetables because my mother didn’t like them. 
 
RBK: What would you have? 
 
MMK: My mother was very good at making French Fries. And marvelous veal chops and you 
know, chicken, chicken, pot roast, veal chops was her specialty.  Nobody made them like she 
did.  And she was a lousy cook. But she made French Fries and veal chops like nobody’s 
business. 
 
RBK: What was the secret of her French Fries? 
 
MMK: I have no idea. I never found out. But she did do them 
 
RBK: I remember her French Fries well. 
 
MMK: And the veal chops were gorgeous. When you were, when Isabel was with us, Isabel was 
with us 43 years when we left [NJ for FL] in ’75, so she was there in ’32, right?  Now in ’32 you 
were about seven years old and Bill was about five years old, my father and mother were going 
on a trip to the Caribbean.  And we had a maid in Flatbush and the maid decides to leave the day 
before they were going. So they were going to have to cancel the trip, so I said, “You’re not 
going to cancel the trip.  Isabel and I and the children will come and stay,” -- there was plenty of 
room --  “And Daddy will commute, he won’t mind.” It was a question of two weeks, 16 days. 
So they did, they went on their trip and I went to stay with my brothers.  Remember this, David?   
 
Well they would go to the beach, sometimes bring some friends home for dinner, I was 
constantly running to go buy bread and to buy everything.  And Isabel was as busy as a bee, 
there was nothing she wouldn’t do, she’d fix dinner, and do everything great. Well, I ordered a 
dozen corn, I did. Or more than a dozen, I think 15 corn, and she serves the dinner, she brings 
out the whole thing.  Well, the kernels weren’t the right ones. They liked the big kernels and I 
had the small kernels. And I was so tired, that when they started complaining [laughs] 
 
RBK: [laughs] 
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MMK: about the goddam kernels of corn, I got hysterical and I went upstairs and Isabel follows 
me and she says, “We’re packing up and we’re going home.” [laughs] 
 
RBK: [laughs] They were used to such splendor, huh?  
 
MMK: Well I want to tell you, they all kept running up “We’re sorry, we’re sorry, we won’t ever 
complain.” They were having such a marvelous time coming home each night to such sumptuous 
dinners and I was knocking my brains out but I didn’t have the right kernels of corn. I’ll never 
forget that, that day.  And that’s where Bill got his asthma. That time. He was four years old. 
That was terrible. 
 
DMK: [inaudible] 
 
MMK: Yeah, right.  
 
RBK: What’s that? 
 
DMK: I remember going up to the top floor 
 
MMK: Right 
 
DMK: and he couldn’t catch his breath 
 
MMK: it was terrible. 
 
RBK: Where did he sleep in that house?  Was he up on the top floor? 
 
MMK: No, he was with Isabel.  Wait a minute, how did, I think you two, I think Isabel had the 
top floor, and you and he had the back room. Stanley and Si had the middle room and we had the 
front room. And I don’t know where, I guess, I don’t know where the others were. Anyway there 
was enough room for everybody to sleep.  And my mother and father had a lovely trip for which 
we were very grateful.  
 
RBK:  How long did you know Dad before you were married?  
 
MMK: About nine months or so.  I met him August 4th and we were married June 2nd.  
 
RBK: Was that a reasonably short  
 
MMK: Romance? 
 
RBK: Yeah. 
 
MMK: Well, no, about nine months, that isn’t a short romance.  
 
RBK: But he was living in Jersey City. 
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MMK: But he would come, he would come about three or four times a week. 
 
RBK: Wowee. 
 
MMK: And then he’d leave me at say 12 o’clock and he’d, there were no tunnels you know, not 
until 1927.  But in ’24, 1924, when we were courting, he would get to, you know, Daddy, he 
would get to the ferry and a big truck would wiggle in and he’d let them in, he wasn’t going to 
fight with them, and wait another hour for the ferry.  So, it wasn’t pleasurable to have to 
commute like that, it was awful. 
 
RBK: What was the wedding like? 
 
MMK: It was beautiful. 
 
RBK: Where was it. 
 
MMK: It was the hottest night you could imagine at the McAlpin Hotel.  It was gorgeous, we 
had a beautiful dinner and we were going to stay at the Biltmore, which we did.  And I had a 
going away outfit that was left out of the trunk because the rest of it went to the ship. And that 
night was the hottest night you could possibly imagine.  It was a heat wave. And the next day I 
had to wear this cassius suit, which I was going to travel in, you know.  Which was in the first 
part of June, June 2nd you don’t expect that it would be anything like that.  And I invited my 
bridesmaids to come to lunch the next day and they came in cut-out dimity dresses, you know, 
and I in my cassius suit as calm as 
 
RBK: What’s a cassius suit? 
 
MMK: Cassius is like 
 
DMK: Like wool 
 
MMK: Like wool but soft.  It was gray with a yellow scarf and a yellow hat.  You know, I had a 
going away outfit. In those years you had a going away outfit.  You remember that David? And I 
opened the door and the whole gang of girls all came in, all perspired and I’m standing there in 
the cassius suit as calm as a cucumber. [laughs] They all talk about it to this day. 
 
RBK: There was no way 
 
MMK: There was no way I was going to be hot. I had to wear it and I wasn’t going to be hot.  
 
RBK: So how many people did you have at the wedding? 
 
MMK: About a hundred I guess. It was a beautiful wedding, beautiful, except that no air 
conditioning.  The boys, the men wore their stiff collars.  They would open them, take a taxi ride 
around the park and then come back to the 
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[Tape ends] 
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TAPE 2  SIDE A (4 Aug 1987) 
 
RBK: We went down the Jersey Shore. 
 
MMK: A very little bit, Bob. We didn’t go. 
 
RBK: Where did we spend our summers when we were little? 
 
MMK: Just around, I think. 
 
RBK: When did we start to go to Maine? 
 
MMK: Umm, you went to camp, I guess. 
 
RBK: No, didn’t we 
 
MMK: You went to camp 
 
RBK: We went to Schroon Lake camp but we went to Maine or we went to  
 
MMK: You went to Maine and we used to drive up there.  
 
RBK: Where’d we go in Maine? 
 
MMK: Was it Powhattan? 
 
RBK: Powhattan? 
 
MMK: Powhattan.  You were at camp there.  
 
RBK: But we went there before we went to camp. No? And didn’t we go spend some summers 
down at the Jersey Shore? Bar Harbor, places like that? 
 
MMK: No.  
 
RBK: Well, didn’t Dad take a vacation during the summer? 
 
MMK: We had the Club, dear.  
 
RBK: But you didn’t belong to the Club until much later. 
 
MMK: 1945. 
 
RBK: What did we do in the ‘30s? 
 
MMK: I can’t remember. 
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RBK: Can’t remember what we did in the ‘30s? 
 
MMK: I really can’t.  
 
RBK: Well, until I was about 10 or 12 
 
MMK: When you were small we used to go to Brooklyn.  That’s where Bill got hay fever. His 
allergy. And we used to stay there, go there. And 
 
RBK: We didn’t stay at Grams for the summer, did we? 
 
MMK: No.  When they went away on a holiday we stayed there. You see, I took Isabel and even 
her husband, Bill, 
 
RBK: Really, I don’t remember taking him any place. 
 
MMK: For a short while.  
 
RBK: What about childhood sicknesses? That’s a good subject, topic. 
 
MMK: Oh god, you had mumps and then Daddy got them 
 
RBK: From me? Really? 
 
MMK: Well, I couldn’t understand, we were so careful, Bob, we were very careful not to let 
Daddy, even the door was always closed. But he did get it.  
 
RBK: Did Billy get the mumps? 
 
MMK: Sure, the two of you had the mumps together. It’s a very, very easy thing to get.  
 
RBK: How long did it last? 
 
MMK: Oh, for weeks.  
 
RBK: It seems to me that I recall that after I had the mumps I went out to play marbles or 
something and then I couldn’t walk? What was that all about? 
 
MMK: Well because you were incapacitated for so long and then you came out and wanted to be 
an athlete or something.  You started and then you were playing marbles and you could hardly 
get up.  But it wasn’t serious. 
 
RBK: That wasn’t rheumatic fever, was it? 
 
MMK: No, it was nothing. 
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RBK: So, how long did that last? 
 
MMK: A few weeks I guess. And then I’d be called from Newark Academy, you broke a leg. 
 
RBK: That was a good thing. 
 
MMK: You were going for a ball and you broke your nose. [laughs] And for weeks I’d sit at 
your bedside, we’d play gin 
 
RBK: How’d I do then? 
 
MMK: You did alright, like you’re doing today. You’re doing great. But you had 
 
RBK: Billy didn’t break any bones 
 
MMK: He was never very athletic. He’d overheat, even when you’d be playing outside.  Nobody 
wanted him on the team.  Remember? 
 
RBK: Mmhmm. 
 
MMK: Because he wasn’t athletic at all, because he’d wheeze, sort of asthmatic attacks, so he 
wasn’t allowed to do anything too much athletic. I see that he can play tennis now. 
 
RBK: He can certainly play tennis. He’s very good. 
 
MMK: Is he? 
 
RBK: Very tricky. 
 
MMK: Tricky? 
 
RBK: He has all kinds of crazy shots.  What about your decision to come down to Florida? 
 
MMK:  No, it was time for Daddy to retire.  
 
RBK: Why did you feel that? 
 
[pause] 
 
RBK: Or did he feel it? 
 
MMK: He didn’t feel it.  We used to come down for short stays; we’d stay in the little house 
down here. And then we got to the [inaudible] when he was about 80, we said that when he got 
to 80 he was going to retire.  Which he did. 
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RBK: Was that just an arbitrary number? 
 
MMK: No. We felt like 80 was a good, yeah, a good time to decide to do that. I was getting tired, 
I never complained about living in Jersey. Never. Because this is where he worked and this is 
where we have to be but when he became 80, I thought it was time to make a change. So we 
talked about it and he agreed. And we came down. 
 
RBK: But why did you decide to come here, none of your friends were here. 
 
MMK:  Oh yes. 
 
RBK: Well who was living here? 
 
MMK: Loretta and Ralph, Julius and Helen Seeton, these were very good friends of ours. Fanny 
Cohen was here, we used to have a gin club and so we had friends here and we decided it was a 
good place, a beautiful place to live in, 
 
RBK: What about some of your other Jersey friends? Weren’t they ready to retire? 
 
MMK: No, Herbert and Edie, the Sieglers, he was a doctor so they stayed on  
 
RBK: Did he continue to work after he was 80? 
 
MMK: Who? 
 
RBK: Siegler? 
 
MMK: Sure, he’s a very good doctor.  The Markowitzes, he died but she stayed on, you know. 
Anyways, it was a breakup but we were very grateful that we did it.  Because living in Florida 
now, you can add five years to your life, the quiet and the beauty of the place and everything. So 
we were very grateful that we did it. 
 
RBK: What was your thinking about Isabel?  That must have been a problem. 
 
MMK: Well that was, well, she was pensioned, and it was a terrible, it was a traumatic time to 
part with Isabel because we loved her so. But she was getting older and she was grateful that she 
was being pensioned and she didn’t have any financial troubles or worries.  She went to live with 
her relative but that didn’t work out very well. And then she went with the nurse that she put 
through school and she seemed reasonably happy there but I hated that kid.  She was so mean 
when she had all of my pictures, all of your little post cards that Isabel asked me to let her have 
to have in her retirement so she could go through them and get a thrill out of them.  And when 
she died I could never get those things back. That lousy kid threw it out. And very curiously I 
was on Isabel’s 
 
[phone rings] 
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MMK: bank account.  She was going to leave the money to me. I thought I should tell her to put 
the bank account on what was his name? 
 
RBK: Mackey? 
 
MMK: Mackey. Because she was living with her and I didn’t want Isabel’s money so I had, I 
went to the bank and wrote I had a notary public stamp the little 
 
RBK: Document? 
 
MMK: And sent it to her because I didn’t want Isabel’s money and as long as she was going to 
be with this girl she’d get the money, which I did.  But even that, when Isabel died I asked her to 
send back the, it was a little trunk or little bag of all the mementos about the children, she threw 
them out. 
 
RBK: Why do you think she did that? 
 
MMK: Because she was a mean, you see, she used to come to visit with Isabel and she was 
evidently out all night because we found out she was pregnant and she was screwing around, I 
guess.  And used to come in in the afternoon and flop down on the, on Isabel’s bed and fall fast 
asleep.  And this would go on all the time.  And I didn’t like it but I didn’t say anything to Isabel 
because she didn’t know what was going on either. Only afterwards she found out. 
 
RBK: How’d you find out? 
 
MMK: I don’t know, Isabel found out and she was very distraught about it. So, these are the 
things that happened during the time.  But Isabel was such a marvelous and wonderful human 
being. 
 
RBK: She didn’t have a bad bone in her body. 
 
MMK: Ah, she was a wonderful woman. We were very lucky to have had her.  
 
RBK: What was it like during the second World War? What do you remember about living 
conditions or problems? 
 
MMK:  In our family we never had real problems. We never had problems.  We always had 
everything we wanted.  We lived very comfortably not extravagantly.  From the day I was born I 
never wanted for anything.  We had the best education, all of us.  
 
RBK: Well, for example, were you able to visit Brooklyn during the War? 
 
MMK: Oh sure. 
 
RBK: Wasn’t there rationing?  
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MMK:  No, we were never the kind that would take rides and go places and do things.  We went 
from Jersey City to Brooklyn and from Brooklyn to Jersey. This was our way to be family 
minded, you know.  
 
RBK: So it didn’t really have an impact. 
 
MMK: No. We never had real problems in my whole life. 
 
RBK: You must have had problems during the Depression. 
 
MMK: No, Daddy’s income was curtailed naturally; a number comes in my mind, $6,000 a year 
he made one year, which was very, very little.  But we lived, because you know I was never that 
extravagant. If I didn’t have it I didn’t spend it. 
 
RBK: Do you remember what you paid for rent? 
 
MMK: No, but we all, we lived on Kensington, it was never very expensive.  And I never paid it.  
You know I paid it here [Florida]? 
 
RBK: Daddy used to take care of all the financial things.  
 
MMK: His secretary would take care of it. There was nothing that I had to do. The only bane that 
I remember as far as he was concerned is, he’d sit here and he’d say, and I was at the desk and 
he’d say, “Mickey, how much balance do you have?  Do you need money, dear?” I’d say, “I 
don’t know, David dear, when I get my statement I’ll tell you.” [laughs]  He couldn’t believe it. 
He couldn’t believe it because you know I’m very good at figures, that’s my forte, you know I 
never have to say 7 and 3 and 8 and all that, I just look at it and I can tell you.  But this he 
couldn’t believe. [laughs] So when I would get my bank statement I’d tell him, “No, I don’t need 
any money.”  
 
RBK: How did you handle it when you were in Jersey? Would he give you money every week?  
How would you handle your money? 
 
MMK: I had a checking account, darling. I had my own checking account.  
 
RBK: He gave you money to put in a separate checking account? 
 
MMK: Well, you know what happened Bob, we were about to get married and I from college 
had a balance of $280 in my checking account.  And I, we were going to Europe and David said, 
“I think we should make out wills so would you come to the office.”  And I said sure. So I went 
to the office and he said, so we made out our wills and whatever he had was for me and whatever 
I had was for him. And I took out my checkbook and I said, “I have $280.” [laughs]  
 
RBK: [laughs] 50 – 50, right? 
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MMK: 50 – 50 [laughs] Well, sure, he was so wonderful he said “Thank you” and then he said, 
“What should we do about the money?” He said, “We’ll have a joint account and you write the 
checks and there’ll be no problem.” So I said fine. Well, after the first month his secretary 
decided that wasn’t a very good idea.” [laughs] So he very sheepishly said, “Mickey, dear, I will 
give you a certain amount of money to open your own account because Miss Viola thinks it 
would be better than you having to tell her what you did” and that sort of thing so we did that 
and from that time on I had my own account and there was never any problem with money. 
 
RBK: And you never had any problem of overdrawing? 
 
MMK: Never. Never.  
 
RBK: That was instinctive. 
 
MMK: Well you know I wouldn’t.  
 
RBK: It was instinctive because you never knew what the balance was 
 
MMK: [laughs] 
 
RBK: until the end of the month. 
 
MMK: Yeah, but I would know, that’s why she thought it was better for me to have my own 
account. Which we did and it’s been that way all the time. It was never a question of money, 
never.  
 
RBK:  Did you go away every year on a trip? 
 
MMK: Every other year. Every other year we’d go. 
 
RBK: How would you plan that? 
 
MMK: What do you mean? 
 
RBK: How did you decide where you’re going? 
 
MMK: Oh it was 
 
RBK: Who would make that decision? 
 
MMK: Daddy would say where would you want to go? He was always willing to go any place I 
wanted to go.  Even in the big trips.  He would say, “Mickey, even if we decide to go to South 
Africa, you have to make your reservations six months in advance.” Did I ever tell you that 
story? It was a very, very hot day, and he said, “You better go down.” So I said, “Okay, I’ll do it 
today.” It was on a Friday and sure enough, I took the bus, I didn’t want to drive  
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RBK: Down where? 
 
MMK: To New York, I went to New York and took the bus to New York. 
 
RBK: What, did you have a travel agency in New York? 
 
MMK: No, I was going to go to Cook’s Tours, just to get some information, not to make a 
reservation, but to get the information. When I got off the bus, it was so beastly hot that I decided 
to take the streetcar down, instead of going over to Park Avenue to Cook’s Tours to get some 
information, I would go down in the street car with an open window and get a breeze and go 
down to Fulton Street where they had a Cook’s Tours which I did.  
 
And I got in, got into Cook’s Tours and I went up to the desk and I asked the man in the back of 
the desk for some information on South Africa and he said, “I’m so sorry, Madam, but I can’t 
give that information to you, the man who does that is on holiday.” Well, I was fit to be tied, I 
was tired, I was hot, I was distraught at not getting any information when I told Daddy I was 
going to get it. And I went back to my seat and sat there very dejected, when this man sitting 
next to me said, “Excuse me, Madam, I come from South Africa and my wife comes from 
Capetown so if there’s anything you want to know we’ll give it to you, we’ll tell you.”  
 
Well, I couldn’t believe such a coincidence.  I said, “You come from South Africa?  How do you 
happen to be down here?”  He said, “You know, when tourists come to New York they want to 
see everything and we thought we’d go down to the Stock Exchange and look in at the Stock 
Exchange. And that’s why we’re here.” So coincidently this was my good fortune.  It was Mavis 
and Arnold Katzens. He said whatever you want to know I’ll tell you.  So I said, “If that’s the 
case I’d like you to meet my husband and then we can have an evening together.”  
 
We were going to be home Friday night [inaudible] but Saturday we couldn’t, we had an 
appointment, Daddy had a golf date we couldn’t do anything about.  Saturday, well we might be 
able to do something Saturday but we couldn’t [inaudible].  And he said, “No we’re going to … 
someplace.” So Sunday we were having a dinner party at the Club so I said how about Sunday? 
That’s fine. And I said I’ll pick you up.  And he gave me the name of the hotel on 55th Street; I 
said we’re having a dinner party so I’ll pick you up in time for lunch but bring, you’ll have time 
to shower, a change of clothes which they did.  And there was just a beautiful, beautiful evening, 
a beautiful get together, Daddy loved them and I loved them so it was just a wonderful 
relationship. With a contact that is absolutely unbelievable, because, I tell you, when we went 
down to South Africa, they had everything lined up.  We didn’t do anything; we didn’t have one 
minute that wasn’t planned.  He would, wherever he was going to be he was going to represent 
his Club on bowls. 
 
RBK: What do you mean bowls? 
 
MMK: It’s a game the play there. And he was going to be in Cape Town at a certain time, he had 
us go from Johannesburg to Cape Town, wherever they went, we went, they took us to the apple 
country there to, I have pictures of the people that we visited, the Blumbergs I think, and it was 
such a beautiful, beautiful 
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RBK: Do they still live there? 
 
MMK: Well, they had some very sad things happen to them. We were friends, you know, we 
used to correspond, and then one year came and we sent them the Christmas cards and 
everything and there was no response.  But we had another friend that lived in Potenstrom[?], we 
met them on a bus ride when we were down there, and they knew the Katzens. Well, we wrote to 
Sonya and asked them to give us some information on them. And we found out, you see, they 
had two children, son and a daughter, the daughter was the nurse and the son was … I don’t 
know what he was but, I guess he was a student and Sonya found that the Katzens are recluses, 
they no longer see anybody, they don’t hear from anybody, they don’t do anything because both 
of their children were caught with drugs. She couldn’t give me any information and that was the 
end of the Katzens! Even though we were such a strong relationship. 
 
RBK: That’s a wild story. 
 
MMK: It was wild. Wild.  So that happened with the Katzens. 
 
RBK: So you never heard from them again? 
 
MMK: Never.  
 
RBK:  Did you write them again? 
 
MMK: No, she said they weren’t responding to anything. 
 
RBK: That’s sad. 
 
MMK: Sad. Some people have such terrible things happen to them.  
 
RBK: So you did the planning of the trips? 
 
MMK: Always. No, yeah, we would talk about it before and then Daddy didn’t have the time to 
be bothered with going and finding out and you know. So, he’d say to me, if we want to go then 
you better to down and get the information, which I always did. And we’d go every other year. 
 
RBK: And how long did, for how long were the trips generally? 
 
MMK: Well, usually the whole summer. You’d be at camp, or something. You’d be 
 
RBK: Oh, so you’d do this during the summer time? 
 
MMK: Oh, yes, because Daddy wasn’t in court. You see?  So it was three months, some time it 
was a little longer. 
 
RBK: Didn’t you find it to be a little long? 
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MMK: No. 
 
RBK: No? 
 
MMK: No. 
 
RBK: Living out of a bag and all that? 
 
MMK: And Isabel was always there, you know. If there were problems.  
 
RBK: Would you, were most of these trips, how would you travel generally? 
 
MMK: We’d go to, we’d get our itinerary, I have some inside to show you. I have an itinerary 
 
RBK: Did you go by ship mostly? 
 
MMK: Um, well, in 1959 we started to fly.  But up to that time we went on ships. Did you both 
like sailing?  I didn’t like it but Daddy did, Daddy used to love it. So we’d go, I didn’t mind it.  
 
RBK: Do you remember which ships you went on? 
 
MMK: I hated ships because I get seasick. So, anyway [laugh] I’ll never forget this. We get on 
this ship, the Pearlbergs were with us then, and I used to carry Dramamine 
 
RBK: Would you generally travel with somebody? 
 
MMK: No. 
 
RBK: Sometimes yes and sometimes no? 
 
MMK: This particular time and I’d have Dramamine in the, Daddy would have Bisodol[?] or 
whatever it is for his indigestion. Or something. And one day we were getting on the ship and I 
said to David, “David, dear would you get me my Dramamine? Because we’ll be starting to 
sail.” And he went up and he brought me a pill, which I took.  And I’m feeling great! So I said to 
him, so I decided I’d go up and he [laughs] he didn’t give me the Dramamine, he’d given me the 
Bisodol. [laughs] And it did such good things for me. That, I saw it, you know I had of been 
[inaudible] The one that was missing was the Bisodol.  
 
RBK: So you switched. 
 
MMK: [laughs] So you see it’s the state of mind.  But I, I think it was ’59 we took a Rush, the 
first, we went to Amsterdam and we took our first airplane and it was a Russian plane.  
 
RBK: Did you find Russia interesting? 
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MMK: Very. Very curiously we got, oh, way out someplace and I look up and there’s a guy that 
I know. He was a guy from our Club, way out in Russia someplace, it was so unbelievable, to see 
a 
 
[tape ends] 
 
TAPE 2, SIDE B 
 
MMK: My deal was that we were going to go [to Germany] but we weren’t going to spend any 
money 
 
RBK: This was after the War? 
 
MMK: After the War.  
 
RBK: You used to go before the War? 
 
MMK: Yeah but there was no problem.  But after the War Daddy was a little squeamish about 
going back and so I said, “Let’s go and see what happened,” expecting to see a lot of devastation 
and everything but the government came in and helped them recover and there wasn’t any signs 
of too much that had happened. But, we, I said, “We’ll go if you want as long as you feel like 
you don’t want to spend money, it’s alright with me, I won’t spend any money,” well anyway 
 
RBK: Just for food. 
 
MMK: Just for food and lodging and this is it.  We’ll just go and see what happened.  Because 
we were in Europe anyway.  We got there and we were walking on the street when I noticed in 
one of the windows some darling little cloisonné gadgets that I thought would be lovely gifts to 
bring back so I went in and asked and it was very reasonable and I said to Daddy, he was outside 
with the money, cause I used to have traveller’s checks with me but they were in the $50 
amounts and I didn’t want to do that.  So he always had some cash available so, sure enough, he 
looks at me and he’s shaking his head like I can’t believe it, but I remember the pact.  So there 
was nothing I could do about it. After a second try he said no, I said okay, no, I didn’t bring 
them.  And this is what happened through the whole trip to Germany, I couldn’t buy one present.  
 
RBK: A deal is a deal. 
 
MMK: A deal is a deal. And he was [laughs] one, you know, he so seldom said no to me that 
when he said no I always honored that; then again because he was so generous in every way, he 
was quite something. 
 
RBK: That’s pretty funny. 
 
MMK: Right.  
 
RBK: You missed up on a good deal, right? 
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MMK: Right. 
 
RBK: You can’t win them all. 
 
MMK: That’s right. 
 
RBK: How did you decide which responsibilities were yours and which responsibilities were 
his? 
 
MMK: Darling, Daddy had the responsibility of going to the office, making the money so we 
could have a lovely way of life.  Other than that, everything was left to me. Even to his diet, or to 
his, even when we’d go to a restaurant he would order duck and then sort of a Charlotte whipped 
cream whaddyuh call it? And then come home and get really sick; well, naturally, so I’d say, 
“Well, David, dear, you ordered the wrong thing, anything as rich as duck with a rich dessert.”  
He said, “Okay, whenever I go out and I’m ready to order either you order for me or if I order 
anything that’s wrong, would you please correct it?” I said, “That sounds silly, David.” And he 
said, “No, leave it that way.” So I did. It got so that people would think that I was doing it, that 
I’m telling him what to do and that bothers me because, I think it was Ethel Siegel who said to 
me, “You know, Mickey, why do you do that?”  I said, “Because David asked me to do it.”  
Maybe she believed it or she didn’t. But it was the truth.  David never wanted to order anything.  
He just wanted to leave everything to me.  He’ll go to work, and he’ll make the money 
 
RBK: Why didn’t he want to learn about diet and things like that? 
 
MMK:  He just didn’t.  He just didn’t.  And his idea of going into a restaurant and ordering duck 
and cheese cake or duck and some creamy dessert cause he loved 
 
RBK: Sounds pretty good. [laughs] 
 
MMK: [laughs] Nauseating. 
 
RBK: But they were two things he loved 
 
MMK: He loved it. But he shouldn’t of had it. 
 
RBK: He liked desserts, too.  
 
MMK:  He loved it, he loved desserts and he had a sensitive stomach.  See, I could eat anything 
and nothing would happen to me, but he had a sensitive stomach, and I had to worry about it. 
 
RBK: What, would he get indigestion? 
 
MMK: He would come home and have to take Gelusol or, you know, all kinds of things, which I 
never would know about. 
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RBK: Because otherwise he’d what? What would happen if he didn’t? 
 
MMK: Well [inaudible] 
 
RBK: Nauseous? 
 
MMK:  I don’t know, not nauseous, but um 
 
RBK: Irritated, indigestion. 
 
MMK: Yeah, indigestion. So these are the things he would say, “Always watch me and if I do 
something that I shouldn’t, just tell me.” But with other people sitting around, you know, it gets 
to the point where they think you’re doing something against his will. 
 
RBK: Right. So that was the way, of the assignments. 
 
MMK: Then we had no problems. Because I was always with him. 
 
RBK: Whatever happened to, I mean, when you got married, he had some close friends, male 
friends, what, did you stay friendly with them? 
 
MMK: If he wanted to.  Cause I would never dictate to, say no, I don’t want to see those people 
if, but, there were people I didn’t care about but I would go along, as long as they were his 
friends, you know, but it got to the point that it was my friends, it’s usually that way, you know, 
Bob, that the woman makes the social contacts, but I always knew the kind of people he liked.  
We’d go somewheres, he’d take his book and go to a corner, you see, and I’d go to the pool and 
I’d meet people and at night I’d come in and I’d say, “David, dear, we’re going out to dinner”, 
because naturally we’d have to eat, “With whom?”  I said, “Somebody you’ll like.” You know? 
Always knew the kind of people, so I brought the Wexlers, who became our very, very close 
friends. The Katzens.  Different people that we, I would, meet during the day that I thought he’d 
like and that’s how all our social activities became that way.  Because he would get off with his 
book and was as happy as a lark, no matter whom I had, but of course, I knew the kind of people 
he liked. Cause we liked the same kind of people. That’s the way our whole life was. 
 
RBK: I see.  
 
MMK:  This was his, he wanted nothing to do with it. But whatever I did was alright. 
 
RBK: What were his expectations, or your expectations, of what Billy and I would be when 
quote we grew up? 
 
MMK: Well, we knew that we were giving you the best education, you were two of the, when I 
tell you Bob, that when we invite somebody to dinner, they always say please see that the boys 
are at the dinner table.  Because the repartee between the two of you was so beautiful, it was so 
pleasant; it was so delightful to be with you, we had the most delightful time. Friends come in 
and we’d always have you at the dinner table. 
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RBK: When was this, how old were we? 
 
MMK: You were…  well, before you went to college, darling, while you were in high school, 
you know. We didn’t join the Club until they had a swimming pool where we, where we’d be 
able to, we joined the Club in ’45, although we used to go there before. But because in ’45 they 
had the swimming pool, the tennis courts, everything and then you could partake, but you never 
wanted to play golf.  And so, 
 
RBK: So what were your expectations after we got to college? 
 
MMK:  Just to give you the right education and then you decide what you wanted to do. 
 
RBK: Did you think Daddy wanted us to go into business, the law with him? 
 
MMK: You know, very curiously, when Bill was a little boy, at the table, you were there, and the 
doorbell would ring, he’d go to the door and he’d say to whoever it was, “Are you a friend or a 
client?” That’s what he used to say. And we always, Daddy would come home at night and he’d 
say, “Any new cases, Daddy?”  
 
RBK: Billy was interested? 
 
MMK: Billy. Not you, Billy.  So naturally, we thought he was interested in law. Anyway, he was 
a wonderful student, as you know. And when he 
 
RBK: Was he a very good student in high school, too? 
 
MMK: Your report was always A, A, A, A, B- in something.  One B- on the whole thing. The 
same with Bill: A, A, A, A, B- in athletics or something, not yours, but his.  So, we figured that 
he would be a lawyer but we never, never, never would say be a lawyer.  We never told you what 
to do, either; we give you the education and then it’s up to you to decide what you want to do. 
And you went to Yale, you went to Columbia business school.  Marshall, did Marshall go to 
 
RBK: No, Marshall didn’t go to business school.  
 
MMK: Anyway, Bill was at law school, he did go to law school.  When he was halfway through 
with law school, Daddy gets a letter, and it says (and his marks were wonderful, we used to get 
the report) “I decided to give up the law because I find that I have to compromise in the law and 
I don’t think I could do that.”  So Daddy said, “Yes, you do have to compromise in law.” 
 
RBK: What do you mean you have to compromise in the law? 
 
MMK: There’s some kind of, you have to, well, negotiate and compromise and things like that.  
Bill didn’t like that.  So he said, Daddy wrote back and said, “I never asked you to be a lawyer, 
you went through more than half of law curriculum and therefore I’m not asking you to be a 
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lawyer but as long as you’ve gone through more than half of the course, I’d like you to continue 
and it will always do you in good stead.”  And that was the end of that.  
 
He became a lawyer.  Daddy wanted to pay for his, he had to be quizzed for his bar exams so it 
was $60.  Daddy wanted to send it to him.  He said, “No, I don’t want you to because if I fail I 
would feel it was wasted, I’ll take care of it.”  And he passed it, and he came home and he was 
crying, so I said to him, “Oh, I’m so sorry darling, did you fail?”  He said, “No, Mother, I didn’t 
fail.” So I said, “Why are you crying?”  He said, “Well, it was percentile”, and some guy that he 
knows who had a little boy of four didn’t pass and he’s sure that if he was out of it, this guy 
would pass. So he was crying about it. You know, he’s always sensitive. But he was very 
grateful that he did get the degree and it did do him in good stead. 
 
RBK: Was Dad disappointed that he didn’t 
 
MMK:  No, Daddy never cared.  But I will say this, he didn’t take in Ben [Chodash, David’s 
brother-in-law], who was a lawyer, he didn’t take in Herman [David’s brother], who was a 
lawyer, thinking that he wanted a place for if Bill became a lawyer, he would be able to come in, 
you know, so he didn’t take the others.  But this is the way that turned out. 
 
RBK: He must have been concerned about what Bill was going to do if he wasn’t going to be a 
lawyer.  
 
MMK: No, he was never concerned, Bob, about you or Bill.  We knew you were educated and 
you could find your own way.  We never told you what to do. You were big boys. 
 
RBK: That’s true. I guess he was surprised that when Billy decided to go to Thailand.  
 
MMK: That was traumatic. That was the only little bit of bitterness in our cup of [inaudible]. 
This was traumatic, Bob. 
 
RBK: Why? 
 
MMK: It was a sort of terrible rejection. It was difficult to absorb. [pause]  I’ll never forget it.  
 
RBK: But actually it worked out pretty well for Bill. 
 
MMK: Darling, it’s just wonderful, just wonderful. We can’t play God.  But if I think of that 
time I get very pent up. 
 
RBK: Yeah. 
 
MMK: It was, it was [pause] well it was easier because we both felt the same way. [pause] 
 
RBK: When did you realize that the world hadn’t come to an end? 
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MMK: Well, you know, I lived by an adage, God give me the serenity to accept that things I 
cannot change, the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference. I 
live by it. And it gets me by.  You see, I get in front of the mirror and I say it and I mean it.  And 
so whatever happens 
 
RBK: So how long did it take before you were able to figure that one out, I mean to come to 
grips with it? 
 
MMK: Well, it takes a little time for you to absorb it, really absorb it. But there was never 
 
RBK: So when do you think you started to accept it? 
 
MMK: Oh, soon after, Bob, because Daddy and I were together on it.  If one was pulling and one 
wasn’t, it would be more difficult.  But once we knew that we both felt the same way about it.  
We knew we were rejected and there was nothing we could do about it. 
 
RBK: So you sort of took it, that action as a personal affront rather than that he was doing 
something 
 
MMK: Well, Bob, it was, he was a lawyer, to go all the way to Thailand, I didn’t know what I 
know today.  After meeting some of, we were there a number of times and we got to know some 
of their friends and they said that, and he married this girl, you know.  When I saw her for the 
first time without shoes, it was just awful.  I’ll never forget, Bob, we were, we met, I think it was 
in Germany, no, it was in Russia, we were given a car, a chauffeur, four hours a day for the car 
and a guide and if you should meet somebody who has the four other hours, you can have 
something for eight hours or twelve hours, you know, which we did.  We would, I’m trying to 
remember what I wanted to tell you about,  
 
RBK: We were on the track with Billy and then him marrying Kampong and meeting Kampong.  
She had no shoes, that whole bit 
 
MMK: That was a traumatic time. To accept that.  We met a couple on this trip and then we 
happened to be in Thailand at the same time. The same three women we became friendly with.  
One was a lawyer, one was the wife of a doctor in California, three women travelling, one had 
responsibility for one thing, the other 
 
RBK: Yeah. 
 
MMK: for another thing, you know how they get.  And the time we met Bill and Kampong in the 
Arawan Hotel in Thailand we met these three women.  And when they saw us with Bill and this 
wife and little kid without shoes, the tears were rolling down their faces.  I mean we weren’t 
crying but they were.  This was unbelievable to see this guy, this tall, good-looking guy with this 
woman with language, the talking that was hard to believe. And we then learned after going there 
a couple of times, that Bill was studying Thai, whaddaya call it, Buddhism, with these monks 
and he became very, very, very ill and they called in Kampong to take care of him.  He was on 
his deathbed, we never knew about it until then.  And that’s how he married her. [pause] 
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RBK: I didn’t realize that.  
 
MMK: We learned that from 
 
RBK: So did that color your thinking? 
 
MMK: No. 
 
RBK: No, but it gave you a little insight into how  
 
MMK: Yeah, how it happened. But as I say, once something is done, you accept it, and go on 
living. 
 
RBK: Not too many options. 
 
MMK: But as I say it was very, very traumatic for us. We both felt the same way. 
 
RBK: Did you ultimately come to the conclusion that it wasn’t a rejection? Or did you always 
feel that it was? 
 
MMK: Oh yes, we got over that. Soon after we got over it. 
 
RBK: So your initial reaction wasn’t  
 
MMK: No, but it was traumatic. 
 
RBK: Life is strange sometimes. 
 
MMK: And don’t forget, Bob, it wasn’t like it happened in these times.  It happened twenty-
some-odd years ago when that was very unusual. [phone rings] You see that makes a difference. 
 
RBK: When you say it wasn’t like twenty-five years ago, when do you think this big change in 
people’s attitudes and feelings came about?  Because there is a difference. 
 
MMK: Oh sure, you accept all of this 
 
RBK: When do you think that all started? 
 
MMK: Well, Bill is married over 25 years 
 
RBK: The ‘60s, late ‘60s? 
 
MMK: Maybe. 
 
RBK: You think Viet Nam had anything to do with it? 
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MMK: No. 
 
RBK: No?  
 
MMK: No, I don’t. 
 
RBK:  What do you think about that whole change of [inaudible]? 
 
MMK:  It never occurred to me that, to think about it. 
 
RBK: It’s fascinating, though. You wonder why 
 
MKK: Right. But you accept everything today.  You accept anything today. And you can’t play 
God.  You just accept it and hope for the best and turns out all right half the time. 
 
RBK: No more or less right than before. 
 
MMK: That’s right. 
 
RBK: Only the process is a lot easier. We didn’t know we had as many options then, I guess. 
Everything was pretty simple; clear what was expected. Now there are really no expectations. 
 
MMK: Right. You don’t expect anything and you accept whatever comes. 
 
RBK: Wouldn’t you say that’s better? 
 
MMK: Yeah, I guess so, dear, as I say, you can’t play God. But when anything as unusual 
happens, you can’t control your emotions, so you just react. But it’s a good marriage and I’m 
very grateful for it.  
 
RBK:  Apparently it’s worked out reasonably well. 
 
MMK: Right.  I’m grateful for every day. And especially grateful to have two such wonderful 
sons.   
 
RBK: Even though one is halfway across the world? 
 
MMK: I know darling, but he’s very attentive.  I get two and three letters a week from him, I can 
probably tell you what’s in the letters but he just wants me to know he’s thinking of me.  
 
RBK: Does he always use the same opening line? He does with us. 
 
MMK: Oh, yes, the same opening line. Every time, I could almost tell you what was in it. 
 
RBK: Before you read it. 
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MMK: That’s right. But I get a bang out of getting the letters just the same. So I’m very grateful.  
He seems happy in his work and he feels like he’s accomplishing something in his way.  He 
enjoys his [inaudible] 
 
RBK: He has a sort of missionary kind of a  
 
MMK: That’s right. It’s where he belongs, Bob, with his position and with his thoughts.  He was 
always up in the clouds somewheres, you know. 
 
RBK: Even as a little boy? 
 
MMK: Don’t you remember that you were both in your beds with the bookshelves and one day 
he said to you, “One day, when I grow up, I’d like to be your partner” and you said, “What 
would I do with you as a partner?” [laughs]  
 
RBK:  Was he always somewhere out in outer space? 
 
MKK: I’ll never forget, Bob, he came in one day, he was seven years old.  You were out playing, 
oh, I’ll just never forget this, and he came up and he said, “Mommy, Bobby said a dirty word.” I 
don’t know what the word was, I didn’t ask.  And I said, “When Bob comes up he’ll have to be 
punished because I told him never to say that word.”  He said, “You’ll have to punish me, too, 
because I was thinking of it.” So telling. 
 
RBK: [chuckles] 
 
MMK: That’s Billy.  
 
RBK: When did he show signs that he was interested in writing? 
 
MMK: I don’t know, darling, no definite time, but he was always interested.  And he writes 
beautifully and his poems are lovely. I don’t know. 
 
RBK: He’s a good writer. Well. 
 
[tape off] 
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TAPE 3, SIDE A 
Dupe of Tape 2 Side A. 
 
TAPE 4, SIDE A 
 
MMK: I was so fatigued, and he was so fatigued 
 
RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: that I would pinch him, he would fall asleep, you know, on the bus, and I would say, 
“You have me on this bus to see this and you’ve got to see it, too.”  Every church 
 
RBK: Which countries?  
 
MMK: Germany, France, Belgium, England, Italy,  
 
RBK: Switzerland? 
 
MMK: Switzerland,  
 
RBK: Holland? 
 
MMK: Holland, oh yes, oh sure, we went to all the islands.  We saw, the other night on 
television, they were talking about Holland and they said that the people still, the people have 
show places of how they used to live.  Well we saw the real thing and when we went back in ’59, 
this was in ’25, we went back in’59, we said what a mistake it is to ever go back to a place that 
had left an impression.  Because it never, it had little show places where they’d show how things 
were, and it was so different.  But we got back and we enjoyed it, but I was very, very tired.  
 
RBK: Where did you live when you  
 
MMK: On Eastern Parkway 
 
RBK: No I mean when you  
 
MMK: Oh, we took an apartment in Greenville.  David, are you looking? 
 
DMK: Yeah. 
 
MMK: In Greenville, in a two-family house. And that’s where you were born.  
 
RBK:  And when did you move from Greenville? 
 
MMK: Three years afterwards. We moved to Kensington and stayed there all that time. We were 
in two apartments on Kensington, 107 and 117.  107 for three years and 40-some-odd for the 
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RBK: Oh, you were at 107 for just three years? Why did you move from 107? 
 
MMK: Well we wanted a bigger apartment, dear. 
 
RBK: Oh, I see, you had a smaller apartment there? 
 
MMK: Yes, we had a smaller apartment there. You see, we had a five-room apartment and you 
and the nurse were in one room and we had our bedroom, living room, dining room and kitchen. 
Now when you were old, a little older, we moved over to, you were about three years old.  
 
RBK: Then Billy must have been born then.  
 
MMK: When Bill was born we wanted to have a room for you two. We needed the nurse or the 
maid so we needed a larger home. So we moved in there.  
 
RBK: Do you  emember any of your college friends? At Sargents? 
 
MMK: At Sargents, yes. But we never kept up because they all lived all over the world, all over 
the United States, nobody from New York was with me at the time.  
 
RBK: So you lost track of the people you went to college with? 
 
MMK: Yeah, we corresponded for a while. Well, I had to correspond with one girl who was 
going out on a date and I gave her my best coat and hat, you know, my party hat and coat so she 
could go out on her date and when she came back she was suspended, they wouldn’t let her come 
back because she came back at two o’clock in the morning, with my coat and hat, she had to 
leave and so I had to wait about three weeks to get my coat and hat back. Yeah, but she was 
suspended.  
 
RBK: Did you at any time, or when do you recall ever feeling anti-Semitism? 
 
MMK: I never felt it.  
 
RBK: Never? 
 
MMK: I never, never felt it.  I never felt it at school, ever. 
 
RBK: Well, like when you grew up, in the neighborhood you lived in, it was essentially all 
Jewish. 
 
MMK: It was all Jewish. But in Flatbush it wasn’t a Jewish neighborhood. But there was no anti-
Semitism. 
 
RBK: How did you become a Democrat? 
 
MMK: Well, Daddy was a Democrat. And my father was a Republican. 
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RBK: Your father was a Republican? 
 
MMK: My father was a Republican, you see, in those days, Bob, there was a difference between 
Republican and Democrat.  Today there isn’t. But in those days there were different, I don’t 
know, not laws, but it couldn’t be laws, but different reasons why either you were a Democrat or 
Republican. 
 
RBK: Why was he a Republican? 
 
MMK: Why?  I think, I don’t know why, but he was a Republican.  So naturally, my first, let me 
remember who was my first Presidential, for my first 
 
RBK: Harding or Coolidge? 
 
MMK: I was, it was in ’22 that I voted for the first time, 1922. Because I was 21 years old. I 
don’t know who was President at that time.  But I was never, I was always independent, Bob, I 
voted for Roosevelt four times. 
 
RBK: So you didn’t become a Democrat until you got married? 
 
MMK: That’s right. 
 
RBK: Daddy was a Democrat and you sort of went along with it? 
 
MMK: I wouldn’t say that because Daddy and I didn’t always vote the same. Daddy voted who 
he wanted and I voted who I wanted.  I voted for Roosevelt four times, I did not vote for 
Johnson, I voted for Nixon, was it Johnson and Nixon?  
 
RBK: No, you voted for Nixon against  
 
MMK: Kennedy. 
 
RBK: Did you vote for Nixon against Kennedy? 
 
MMK: Yes, very definitely [emphatically].  
 
RBK: And then you voted for Nixon against McGovern. 
 
MMK: That’s right. I’m glad I did it. 
 
RBK:  You are glad you did it? 
 
MMK: Yeah. 
 
RBK: Can you remember five childhood experiences that left a lasting impression? 
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MMK: Five? 
 
RBK: Yeah, vivid memories of your childhood. 
 
MMK: My childhood.  Yes, I can remember one when I was four years old, we then lived in 
Brownsville, one flight up from the store and my mother and father had presented me with a pair 
of ruby earrings. You know, little red ruby earrings? And I came down, played around, I was 
four or four and a half years old.  A man came up to me and he said, he took the earrings off me, 
and he said, “Go up and tell your mother to come down.”  He took the earrings and I let him.  
And I went up and I said, “Mommy, a man wants you to come down.” And she came down and 
then she noticed that there was no man and I had no earrings.  Well, I went into the store and 
they had racks in the store and I had my face and I was hysterical, crying so, because I let a man 
do that terrible thing.  And I was responsible for those earrings, you see. It left such an 
impression on me. 
 
RBK: Well, how did your parents react? 
 
MMK: Well, they weren’t angry or anything but they said don’t ever let that happen again.  And 
I realized, of course, that I shouldn’t have let it happen.  But that left me such a, absolutely, I still 
remember it and it’s 75 years ago, would you believe it? 
 
RBK: Do you remember any other things that 
 
MMK: I also remember just about the same age when I was still, oh how I remember this one.  
My mother came in and she had bought a dress, it was coral color, coral, and I didn’t like that 
color and I said, “Ick” and my mother was so angry with me that she wouldn’t say goodnight to 
me.  And I sat at that door of her bedroom and fell asleep there. And, [laughs] she let me sleep 
there and I still can see myself there, [laughs] crying and doing that [phone rings], you know. 
 
[TAPE OFF] 
 
MMK: We were going to the theatre, after we were married, and I remember, we were on 
Seventh Avenue, and then he says to me, “Mickey, I’m going to faint.”  I said, “Now, David, 
DON’T FAINT!!” [laughs] I said, “We’ll go into the store,” we were right near a drugstore, and I 
asked, I said, “I’ll put some ice on you but DON’T FAINT!!” I can’t pick you up, because I used 
to have to pick him up all the time, and I was very thin and I didn’t have the strength, but on the 
street I really didn’t want this to happen.  So I said, “Don’t faint.” And I took him into the 
drugstore and I got some ice and put it on his back, you know, until he felt better and then we 
went to the theatre.  Right, David, you remember that? 
 
DMK: I don’t remember that one as much as the one with Gil Steiner.  
 
MMK: Oh yeah, it happened all the time. 
 
RBK: What happened? 
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MMK: You see, he had very low blood pressure, Daddy.  Well, because he used to faint.  And 
we were going to a restaurant with Stella and Gilbert and he said, “Mickey, I’m going to faint.” 
[giggles] He always knew that he was going to faint and I tried to talk him out of it. That time I 
think I did. Right. 
 
[tape off] 
 
RBK: What was the worst argument? 
 
MMK: I can’t remember the worst argument but I know I was eight months pregnant and I 
walked out on Daddy and he went looking for me. 
 
RBK: Why’d you walk out? 
 
MMK: Oh, I remember, first I must remember, are we taping now? Oh, we’re taping. Bob, you 
know when Daddy was courting me he knew that Harold used to send me orchids, every time I 
went out with Harold he’d send me orchids. We’d go out and he would have a magnum of 
champagne at the table and he’s the one who introduced me to the Prince of Wales because he 
had a box at the Belmont Racetrack where, and right next to his box was a friend of his who 
entertained this Prince of Wales and we were invited to drinks and that’s where I met the Prince 
of Wales. 
 
RBK: What sort of guy was he? 
 
MMK: He was a darling young man, looked like a girl, very pretty, very sensitive looking. But 
Harold was very sophisticated and very, he had a Stutz car and you know he was very swanky, 
Harold.  Then I met Daddy.  And I met him at Schroon Lake where you wear knickers and sports 
shirts.  So then he started calling on me in Brooklyn. The first date he came, he came with high 
top shoes, striped shirt and he looked just like a yokel.  I couldn’t imagine that he could look 
like, you know, but, because he was very sporty up at  
 
RBK: With his knickers. 
 
MMK: With his knickers and his Alfred[?] shirts and, you know.  Anyway, I said, “David, I 
can’t go out with you wearing these kind of shirts, you’ll have to have button down shirts if you 
want to take me out.”  Because he was very serious, he asked me to marry him three days after 
we met. Would you believe it?  Would you believe that the guy would do a thing like that? 
 
RBK: No. That’s wild. 
 
MMK: It was wild because knowing him now, you can’t imagine him doing a thing like that. 
 
RBK: Three days? 
 
MMK: Three days. Three days after we met he asked me to marry him. 
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RBK: He knew.  And you said, “I hardly know you.” 
 
MMK: And I said, “I hardly know you and I can’t say, but we’ll court when we get home.” So 
we did. So he says, “Well, you buy the shirts, Mickey.”  So I sent to his home six button-down 
shirts, you know, Oxford shirts.  Well when my mother-in-law saw those shirts, “Is that a shirt 
for a lawyer?” She got very upset about it. Right away she didn’t like me. Right away she didn’t 
like me. 
 
RBK: A fast woman. 
 
MMK: Another thing, another thing.  He knew that Harold used to send me orchids so he 
decided to send me orchids.  And instead of sending two, [laughs]  
 
RBK: Yesssss? 
 
MMK: He sends me a dozen.  
 
RBK: That must have been a [laughs] 
 
MMK: And my mother-in-law saw the bill! [laughs] 
 
RBK: [laughs]  
 
MMK: So you know we started off on the wrong foot. 
 
RBK: [laughs] With this fast woman from Brooklyn. 
 
MMK: [laughs] This extravagant woman.  Oh brother, so anyway 
 
RBK: So what happened when you were eight months pregnant? 
 
MMK: Wait a minute, I’ll tell you.  Before I got pregnant we went to the tennis matches on one 
of our first dates [laughs]. On one of our first dates we’re at the tennis matches and I take out a 
lipstick to put lipstick on and Daddy says, “Oh Mickey, you shouldn’t be doing that in public.” 
[laughs] I said to him, “David, let’s get this straight right off the reel. Don’t ever tell me what’s 
right or wrong about whether I should put lipstick on.”  
 
We’re just engaged and we’re going to a big Orphans [Home] ball.  In those days, we used to 
have a march, you know, you’d go to this big hall and you’d march, they’d have a march and you 
and your host or who ever you came with, your escort would march around.  And I remember I 
was wearing a yellow velvet dress, which was high in the front but very low in the back.  And I 
dressed at Daddy’s, at my mother-in-law’s house and when she saw me with that back here she 
said, “You can’t go out to the Orphan’s Home like that.”  She took a piece of lace and she pinned 
it in there for me to go [inaudible]. So of course the minute I got downstairs I took it out and I 
said to David, “We’ll have to do something about this.” [laughs] I’m not accustomed to this sort 
of thing. And I think I know pretty much how to get about and what I’m supposed to do.  But I 
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have never seen people who are of their type.  They were not unsophisticated, I wouldn’t say 
that, it wasn’t a question of sophistication, but they didn’t go with the times, you know, they 
were a wonderful family and wonderful people, no question about that.  But entirely different 
than what I was accustomed to.  So we had to get that all straightened out.  
 
RBK: Well, how did 
 
MMK: Now, now we get married and we’re going to an Orphans’ Home ball again and I say to 
my maid, I had a maid, Katherine, when the orchids come you put them in the, in those days we 
didn’t have a fridge, we had ice boxes.  I said, “See that the orchids get put in the fridge, the ice 
box, because I won’t be home until late.  I was wearing a plain white dress that needed 
something to…  So, I come home and I said to Katherine, “Did the orchids come?” And she said, 
“No, nothing came, I was here all day, Mrs. Klausner.” I said, “That’s very odd.” So David came 
home and I burst into tears – we’re going to this party, we can’t go with this particular dress, 
which I expected to wear, needed the orchids which I was sure were going to be there, you know, 
like a bride. And he said, “Oh, Mickey, but you’re married now.” I said, “I know I’m married 
now but does that mean that I don’t get orchids while we’re going to a party like this?”  He says, 
“I give you all the money.”  I says, “I don’t want the money, I wanted the orchids.”  He was so 
upset about it, to think that now that you’re married 
 
RBK: How long do you think he could keep that up? 
 
MMK: Who needs it? 
 
RBK: [laughs]  
 
MMK: But if he had just told me that I wasn’t going to get the orchids, which I expected, I 
would have worn something else, I would have prepared to wear something else, I didn’t need it, 
you see.  Anyway, that was, and I remember these things, so silly. 
 
RBK: Well, I don’t understand something.  If he was so out of touch, or his family was so out of 
touch with what was, where the world was at the time, how was it you decided to marry him? 
 
MMK: That’s the whole thing, Bob, I married, I was never one that thought tingling was the 
most important thing in my life. Do you understand that?  I thought that when I was going with 
Harold and he was so sophisticated and he was so elegant and I thought, my God, I’ll marry him 
and I’ll have to be just up to everything at the right time and everything and I’m not going to be 
happy with that kind of life.  When I married Daddy, I thought, he’ll make me a solid husband 
that I won’t have to worry about keeping up with.  He will be kind and he will be considerate and 
he’s a good man and therefore this is what I wanted in my marriage.  And this is what I got. And 
I was perfectly happy not to have all that sophistication and the glamor that; now, as it happened 
Harold did not turn out to be that kind of a man, from what I understand, you see, because he 
married a girl that was a very plain girl and he kept married until she died.  So, therefore I was 
wrong about that.  But Daddy was the one I wanted to marry.  And in the 50 years that we lived 
in Jersey City, I never complained one day that I lived in Jersey City because it didn’t stymie me 
at all.  I did everything that I wanted to do, I had a perfectly marvelous life, I was blessed in 
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every way and I’m very grateful to this day that I married Daddy. And not one minute did I 
regret it.  
 
RBK: What’s interesting is that Daddy, you were so different from what one would expect that 
Daddy would marry. 
 
MMK: That’s right.  
 
RBK: I’ll have to talk to him about that.  
 
MMK: That’s true. Because it’s not that I was so sophisticated, I wasn’t, because you see, I 
didn’t do what everybody else did. I didn’t, just because everybody drank, that didn’t mean that I 
drank.  Everybody smoked, that didn’t mean I would have to do it.  I never followed my peers.  I 
did everything that I wanted to do according to my moral standing.  And I had friends who, as 
you know, who didn’t live the kind of life I lived.  
 
RBK: What was prohibition like? 
 
MMK: Prohibition?  With the speakeasies and whatnot?  
 
RBK: Yeah. 
 
MMK: Um, there was nothing holding you back from anything you wanted to do. If you wanted 
to do it you went to the speakeasy. I couldn’t care less.  I used to go dancing. I loved to dance 
and I used to have dates where I’d go out to dinner and I had two dancing partners.  I’d go out to 
dinner and I’d say to my date, “ I must be back by 11 o’clock.  And at 11 o’clock one of my 
dancing partners would call for me and we’d go out dancing.  
 
RBK: Was there dancing at the speakeasies? 
 
MMK: Noooo. I didn’t go to speakeasies because I never cared about that sort of thing. 
 
RBK: Well, where was the dancing. 
 
MMK:  Different, there was the Pavilion Royal, there were hotels in New York.  And we used to 
dance for an hour, hour and a half, and I’d be back by 12:30.  But there were two men that I used 
to love to dance with. One of them I can’t even remember his name, but I met him at a wedding 
and we danced and he was a divine dancer. The other was Leonard Van Why[?], he’s the Van 
Why furniture people, do you know them? Anyway, Leonard Van Why, a gorgeous dancer and I 
used to, ooh, and I had dates, dance dates, just dance dates with those people.  There was never 
anything like smooching or anything like that.  There was nothing like that. I’m sure there were 
people who did, but I never did. I just never did.  I never cared for that sort of thing. And, that’s 
the way it was. 
 
[tape off] 
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MMK: But I know the result. 
 
RBK: What was the worse argument you ever had? 
 
MMK: I don’t know what the argument was, Bill, uh, Bob. All I know is I was eight months 
pregnant and we had some kind of an argument and I was leaving, so I took you, and I went to a 
movie or something and didn’t come home for dinner and he was just frantic.  He was frantic, he 
called my mother, he called his mother, and finally I came home.  And he was so glad to see me 
because in another month you were going to be gone. And this was traumatic for him.  I don’t 
remember what it was that upset me so, but it was something that I remember walking out. 
 
RBK: [laughs] and going to a movie. 
 
MMK: Yeah. Where else? With my big fat belly.  No, I didn’t really have a big fat belly.  I never 
told my mother I was pregnant until I was seven months pregnant with you. Because you were a 
breech baby, and a breech baby stands up, doesn’t go around this way. So that I never told her, I 
never told anybody until I was seven months pregnant. 
 
RBK: Why? 
 
MMK: Just didn’t.  Nobody noticed that I was fat or anything and I just never told it.  But I told 
my mother when I was seven months pregnant.  She didn’t believe it.  I had to pull up my skirt to 
show her my belly. [laughs] 
 
RBK: Was she excited? 
 
MMK: Yeah. Very. 
 
RBK: Did she like the idea of having grandchildren? 
 
MMK: Sure. [inaudible] wasn’t thrilled about it, couldn’t care less about having grandchildren. 
 
RBK: Why do you think that is? 
 
MMK: I don’t know, Bob, first of all, I feel bad about any young people having children, about 
coming into this lousy world we have here. To me it’s a lousy kind of a world. And secondly, I 
don’t know, I just, when I hear that anybody has grandchildren, it never thrills me.  I couldn’t 
care less.  And when Kim tells me that she doesn’t want to get married, I don’t feel bad about 
that. But when Kim tells me that she would love to have a child and not be married, that upsets 
me. That sort of thing upsets me, because I cannot understand how people would think to do that.  
 
RBK: Yeah, well that is sort of difficult 
 
MMK: That’s way out because, not that Daddy was there when you were all being brought up, 
you know that, Bob.  Daddy on a Sunday when he could be with the children, was at the 
Orphans’ Home, right? That was one of the arguments that I’d have with Daddy. We didn’t 
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argue very much.  There’d be no reason to argue, because he had confidence in me, I had 
confidence in his going to work and not having any problems.  But that he, that I’d be playing on 
the street, you know, with you, instead of him on Sunday, taking you somewhere, you know, to a 
game or something.  He didn’t have the time for that. And that was one of the arguments that we 
did have when you were growing up. Not that I didn’t like him to  
 
[rest of side has no audio] 
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TAPE 5, SIDE A 
 
MMK: Remember there was Trini the dancer, she, too, had an outfit that was a wool outfit and 
we were the only two happy people on that ship 
 
RBK: Because it was so chilly? 
 
MMK: Because it was so chilly. Just about a half hour, an hour out on the ocean. 
 
RBK: What ship did you go overseas on? 
 
MMK: On the Mauritania. We came back on the Queen Mary. We had six weeks and we saw 
seven countries. 
 
[balance of tape is duplicate of TAPE 3, SIDE A 
 
TAPE 5, SIDE B 
 
RBK: Hoffman was your first dentist in Jersey City? The father? Really? When did you go to 
him? 
 
David M Klausner: I remember he was my first dentist. 
 
RBK: Where was he practicing? 
 
DMK: Jersey City. 
 
RBK: Not down at Herald Square. 
 
DMK: Yeah. 
 
RBK: He was in that building? From the time you were a little boy? 
 
DMK: No, he was on Jackson Avenue. 
 
RBK: Hoffman was on Jackson Avenue? 
 
DMK: Yeah, that’s where I first went to him. 
 
RBK: Was he much older than you? He had to have been. 
 
DMK: Yes.  
 
RBK: Who took care of you when you were a child? Did your mother always take care of you, or 
did she have some help? 
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DMK: Well we had different help.  In those days the help were foreigners. 
 
RBK: Where were they from? 
 
DMK: Particularly from Poland, I think. 
 
RBK: Did they speak English? 
 
DMK: Yeah. 
 
RBK: Did they live at home, in your house. 
 
DMK: That’s right.  
 
RBK: Where were you living then? 
 
DMK: Gee, I wouldn’t remember. 
 
RBK: You weren’t living near that hospital near Dickinson in those days.  Where were, were you 
living in Jersey City? 
 
DMK: First [inaudible]. We first lived downtown 
 
RBK: When you were a youngster growing up? Did you live in a big house? An apartment 
building or what? 
 
DMK: In an apartment building. 
 
RBK: With all those children there must have been a lot of rooms. 
 
DMK: We didn’t own the apartment. 
 
RBK: No, but I mean that the apartment itself. What, did you and Herman have a room together? 
 
DMK: I wouldn’t remember that. 
 
RBK: Do you remember any going to bed rituals, anything you had to do before you went to 
bed? 
 
DMK: No. 
 
RBK: How did you spend your allowance? Did you get an allowance? 
 
DMK: I wouldn’t remember. 
 
RBK: What was your first job? 
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DMK: First job was in Newark with a firm called Day, Day, Smith & Slingerland. 
 
RBK: Was that a law firm? 
 
DMK: A law firm.   
 
RBK: Did you have any jobs when you were going to school? 
 
DMK: I remember working Saturday afternoons in a shoe store.  
 
RBK: Was that in high school or when you were in college? 
 
DMK: In college.  
 
RBK: And when you got out of law school did you, or did you do this job when you were still in 
law school? Day, Day, Smith 
 
DMK: That was a job. 
 
RBK: Was it like clerking? 
 
DMK: the job working Saturday afternoons 
 
RBK: No I mean when you went to the law firm in Newark. 
 
DMK: A job as a lawyer. 
 
RBK: That was your first job out of law school? How long were you there? 
 
DMK: I think I was there a little over a year when they suggested that I go out for myself. 
 
RBK: Why? 
 
DMK: Because I was bringing in business and the arrangement was that I was to be paid $12 a 
week, and they suggested that I was bringing in more than $12 a week and a half of the fee of the 
business I would bring into the firm.  And I was bringing in more business than they were paying 
me. 
 
RBK: So why didn’t they make you a partner instead of telling you 
 
DMK: They told me that they wouldn’t take in a partner until five years and they thought it 
would be unfair for me not to be on my own. 
 
RBK: So did you take their advice? 
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DMK: I took their advice and opened up in Jersey City. 
 
RBK: How many days a week did people work then? 
 
DMK: They worked six days, I think it was six days, five and a half days. 
 
RBK: What’d you do, just take an office and start out that way? 
 
DMK: Yeah. 
 
RBK: All by yourself? 
 
DMK: All by myself. 
 
RBK: Did you have a secretary? 
 
DMK: Yes. 
 
RBK: What did you pay the secretary? 
 
DMK: I don’t remember that but I know it couldn’t have been much. 
 
RBK: Do you remember your first secretary? Was she with you for any length of time? 
 
DMK: One secretary that I had, I don’t remember for how long, but I don’t remember. 
 
RBK: Do you remember her name? 
 
DMK: Viola Nolan.  
 
RBK: I remember her, don’t I?  I think she was with you at Journal Square. 
 
DMK: That’s right. 
 
RBK: Whatever happened to her? 
 
DMK: Well, she was the secretary of Judge Kinkead. 
 
RBK: But she was with you after Kinkead, no? 
 
DMK: No.  When Kinkead went on the bench she became his secretary. 
 
RBK: Did you ever see her after the Judge died? 
 
DMK: The Judge retired 
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RBK: When was the last time you saw her? Did you see her after the Judge retired? 
 
DMK: I saw her, she retired to her sister. 
 
RBK: Where did her sister live? 
 
DMK: In Virginia.  
 
RBK: Is she living there now? 
 
DMK: Viola, no she died. 
 
RBK: How long ago?  Before you came down here? 
 
DMK: Oh yes.  
 
RBK: Do you remember who was your favorite teacher, in high school for example? 
 
DMK: My favorite teacher in high school was a man by the name of Woodward.  
 
RBK: What did he teach? 
 
DMK: Mathematics.  
 
RBK: Really?  Why’d you like him so much? 
 
DMK: Well I, I liked the subject matter and they called him Sunny Jim. He had a sunny 
disposition. 
 
RBK: Who was your favorite teacher in college? 
 
DMK: Dean Hawkes. 
 
RBK: Is that the guy who wrote the 
 
DMK: No. I had, in college, my two major subjects were mathematics and history. Dean Hawkes 
was head of the mathematics department. 
 
RBK: Who was your favorite teacher in law school? 
 
DMK: Ralph Gifford.  He taught criminal law. 
 
RBK: Did you give any thought to becoming a criminal lawyer? 
 
DMK: Before I graduated I might have thought it. 
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RBK: [laughs] What changed your mind? 
 
DMK: I didn’t like criminal law. 
 
RBK: What kind of law did you like the best? 
 
DMK: I liked trial law. 
 
RBK: Were those mostly negligence cases? [pause] What kind of trial work?  [pause] What was 
your favorite case? The one you got the biggest kick out of winning? 
 
DMK: It was an action of a doctor who was injured in an elevator in Christ [?] Hospital 
 
RBK: Were you representing the doctor? 
 
DMK: It was a case which the firm of Levinson and Levinson 
 
RBK: Who was that, Abe? 
 
DMK: Yes. Tried to settle and the most they offered was $5,000 for an injury to his hand. They 
refused to accept that offer and retained me to try the case.  
 
RBK: So how much did you get?  What’s the bottom line? 
 
DMK: We finally got $60,000. 
 
Mickey M Klausner: Which in those days was a lot. 
 
RBK: What was the case? Do you remember? 
 
DMK: He was going in to an elevator in the building and the floor of the elevator was a few 
inches above the level of the floor of the exit. He tripped over the elevator.  As a result of the 
fall, he injured his hand. He claimed that he was unable to operate because 
 
RBK: Because he didn’t have any patients [laughs] 
 
DMK: No,  
 
MMK: He claimed that [laughs] but how did you do before the accident? 
 
RBK: [laughs] So you got him $60,000. 
 
MMK: And he made law, case law, and all the lawyers came after him for the business.  
 
RBK: So Dad, you don’t remember any of your parents’ friends? 
 



kimklausner@comcast.net 60 

MMK: Mr Berson? 
 
RBK: Ma, please, I don’t want to do this if 
 
[Tape off] 
 
RBK: Like whom do you remember? Did your Dad play cards with anybody? 
 
DMK: I don’t remember. 
 
RBK: Do you remember them going to temple together? 
 
DMK: I remember they’d go to temple but I don’t remember any of them. 
 
RBK: Do you remember any of your mother’s friends? 
 
DMK: I don’t remember. I remember a case.  This, by the way, was a case where the plaintiff 
was riding on top of a freight train.  He was a lines man and he sued 
 
RBK: Were you representing him? 
 
DMK: This was a case where also the town through which the freight train was traveling was 
one of the defendants. 
 
RBK: Yeah, and who were you representing? 
 
DMK: The estate of the lines man. When it was going through this town, the freight train upon 
which this man was standing, when it went through this town, traveled through this town when 
the distance between the top of the train and the top of the telephone poles struck the head of the 
lines man and threw him off the train. 
 
RBK: Oh my god, was he killed? 
 
DMK: He was killed. There, too, they tried to settle the case and the estate was represented by 
the son-in-law of Judge Kinkead. There are many facets to this case and we settled the case for 
$60,000. 
 
RBK: You got stuck at $60,000. What was so interesting about the case? 
 
DMK: At the telephone line, one side of the telegraph pole to the telegraph pole on the other 
side, 
 
RBK: So who did you sue?  The telephone company or the train company? 
 
DMK: We sued the telephone company for negligence in erecting these two telephone poles and 
we sued the railroad company 
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RBK: For going under the poles [laughs]. 
 
DMK: And that’s the second defendant.  And the third defendant was the town for permitting 
these obstructions. 
 
RBK: Were the poles put up after the railroad company had the lines in? 
 
DMK: The evidence was fairly clear that they were all liable. 
 
RBK: Well, normally you don’t figure that people are going to be on the tops of trains when the 
trains are going through, do you? 
 
DMK: Why not? 
 
RBK: Well, is that a normal place for people to ride? 
 
DMK: It was a freight car, this was the head of the freight train. 
 
RBK: Do people normally ride on top of freight trains? 
 
DMK: An employee?  Surely.  
 
RBK: I wouldn’t think they’d be standing on one of the open cars. 
 
DMK: That was one of the acts of negligence on the part, permitting freight trains to go through 
the town. 
 
RBK: Well, I think you did a helluva job on that one.  I wouldn’t have thought they’d be entitled 
to  
 
DMK: This was federal. 
 
RBK: It was settled after you’d started the case? 
 
DMK: No, the case was started by a lawyer in Newark and the estate was dissatisfied that it was 
being postponed too long.  And they weren’t getting anywhere.  That’s how I got involved. 
 
RBK: When was that? 
 
DMK: Well, all the cases I had were good. 
 
RBK: Was that in the ‘30s? 
 
DMK: Probably. 
 
MMK: Surely.  When they had different scales for 
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[tape off] 
 
RBK: When did you decide you wanted to become a lawyer?  Or why did you decide you 
wanted to be a lawyer? 
 
DMK: I could speak 
 
[tape off] 
 
MMK: So that’s why you decided to stay with the law, right? 
 
DMK: Right. 
 
MMK: Why can’t you know that? 
 
RBK: Well, give him a chance, he doesn’t have a chance to get a word out of his mouth.  
 
MMK: [inaudible] understated but better 
 
RBK: But what difference does it make? We’re not in any hurry. 
 
MMK: I know that  
 
RBK: We’re not going anyplace 
 
MMK: I know that but you know that’s why, what made you decide to be a lawyer because 
everybody raved about the way you would speak or you won the medal for defeating that fellow 
on the capital punishment thing.  You remember?  I have all those medals. I have the gold medal, 
I have the silver medals. 
 
DMK: When I was graduating Columbia College, Dean Hawkes met me and asked whether I’d 
be interested in teaching mathematics in a Western university and the salary was very inviting as 
I recall it, the salary would be $750 a year. 
 
RBK: What would that be equivalent today, would you say? 
 
DMK: What? 
 
RBK: I don’t know, how much would $750 a year buy? 
 
DMK: I don’t know. 
 
RBK: Was that a high salary? 
 
DMK: He thought so. 
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RBK: You didn’t think so. Or you did. 
 
DMK: I wasn’t interested in salary.  I wanted to be a lawyer.  
 
RBK: [laughs] You just knew you wanted to be a lawyer. That’s fair enough. 
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TAPE 6, SIDE A 
 
William J Klausner: Will you say a few words on your relations with your mother-in-law? 
 
MMK: When I met David, I met him up at Schroon Lake. I met him at the Brown Swan Inn 
because he stayed at the Leland House and the food there wasn’t that good so he came over to 
the Brown Swan Inn where I was staying with Rose Pechetsky and Ruth Gordon. Mr. Ponds was 
our chaperone because in those days, even though I was 23 years old, we needed a chaperone if 
we were allowed to go anywheres and stay away from home.  
 
That first night that we were there, we were sitting on the terrace and four men, Lou Kohl, 
Daddy, Herb Schwartz and one of the other people I didn’t get to know very well, came over to 
eat.  And when they were through with their dinner they came out on to the terrace and there was 
dancing.  And they asked whether we danced, so we did.  I think I danced with Herb Schwartz 
and Rose Pechetsky danced with Daddy or with Lou Kohl.  And Ruth danced with Daddy. And it 
was Daddy’s car that they used, because he had a large, great big seven-passenger car. And so 
when the dancing was over, they wanted to take us out.  And Mr. Ponds said it was perfectly all 
right and we went.  Well, Daddy decided since it was his car he wanted Irving to go because he 
wanted to sit in the back with me. And, so they all divided and I sat in the back with Daddy and 
he was very attractive and very, very nice and he asked me for a date the next day and we were 
like a [inaudible].  It was very nice and he took us to different places. It was very pleasant.  And I 
was going with Harold Dresher, I was getting all his beautiful love letters up there, never 
thinking about it.  And my folks came by, they were touring some place, I don’t know where 
they came from, but they stopped off to see us.  And they met David and they thought he was 
very nice.  But, you know, I didn’t think too much about it.   
 
Anyway, we came home and of course he immediately called for a date and when he came and I 
saw him in his city clothes, with stripes of shirt and high top shoes, you know, I mean I was 
accustomed to Harold Dresher, who was elegant to the 10th degree.  And the only reason I didn’t 
accept Harold Dresher was because I thought I’d have to live up to the kind of life I didn’t care 
about, you know, have to please him in every way.  He was the kind that when I went out to 
dinner there was always a magnum of champagne.  And he always sent orchids, and so, I didn’t 
think I cared for that kind of a way of life.  Anyway, David fell in love and when he came to call 
I said to him, “David,” I mean after we spent the evening.  He had wanted to make another date.  
I said to him, “David, why don’t you get some button down shirts” because I couldn’t stand to 
look at silk striped shirts.  His mother used to do the shopping for him.  You know, he never 
cared for shopping or anything.  But she thought that a lawyer needs some shirts 
 
William J Klausner: For his image.  
 
MMK: At any rate, he said, “Oh, well, Mickey, would you please send me some.” He said, “You 
know I’m not anything for shopping. I’m not very good at shopping.  Will you please send me a 
dozen shirts, a dozen button down shirts.”  I said, “I’d be delighted to.” So I did. Harold used to 
see that I had orchids so everybody used to send two orchids when they were going out on a 
special date.  That was the custom in those days. So, instead of sending two, he sent a dozen and 
they would go into the fridge, you know, but his mother saw the bills that were coming into the 
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house.  She must have thought God knows what he’s getting into, you know.  So when she saw 
the button down shirts that did it, that was just too much for my mother-in-law and I had no truck 
with it.  I never went there.  They had an Orphan’s Home dance and this is when I learned about 
the shirts. 
 
WJK: Did he wear the shirts? 
 
MMK: Every time he came to me he wore the shirts because 
 
WJK: But he didn’t wear them to the office. 
 
MMK: That I don’t know, darling, I wasn’t there.  But I know that I, he asked me to come to a 
big ball, it was in the Armory, and they had these marches in those days, you had your partner 
and you walked down.  And I wore a beautiful, yellow velvet dress, long, you know, very low in 
the back, high in the front but very low in the back.  And as I get dressed and walk into the living 
room with the folks, David’s mother and father, Mother sees the V in the back, and she goes in 
[laughs] and brings out a piece of lace and pins it into the back of my dress, because it would be 
a disgrace for anybody to wear that kind of, and the minute I got outside I said to David, “ David, 
take that out of my back.” And so, I said, “I couldn’t have this kind of thing happen because I 
think your mother’s lovely, I think your father’s lovely but right now we have to get, to 
understand what I, what you expect me to get into.  And this I will not stand for.”  Well, he said, 
“Don’t worry about that.”  We go to the tennis matches and I take a lipstick out, and I’m putting 
lipstick on, you know, and Daddy says to me, “ Oh, Mickey, you shouldn’t do that.”  And I said, 
“ David, let’s call this whole thing off” [laughs] 
 
WJK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: I said, “because I couldn’t have, I have to do things the way I feel is right and if I think 
that it was very, very wrong and you told me that you thought it was wrong and I didn’t, and I 
wasn’t quite as definite as I am, no sense of our getting into this because this will never work 
out.  It works out a little better when we’re not married” 
 
WJK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: “but if we’re married and I have this, we’re gonna have arguments about it, forget it.” 
Well, you know, this is the gospel truth, people used to tell me afterwards, after we became, we 
were married, people would say, “You know I used to cross the street because I couldn’t stand to 
hear about Mickey.” I was the most gorgeous, I was the most everything that was fabulous, you 
know, and they looked at me and thought what the hell’s going on? You know, what’s going on? 
Because it was just one of those things.  Well, anyway, 
 
WJK: How about after you were married? What were your relationships? 
 
MMK: Now wait a minute, then we get married and the first time that there’s an affair, [laughs], 
the first time there’s an affair, I say to my maid, “Katherine, when the flowers come, put it in the 
fridge, in the those things, I think it was an icebox, so I went out, I don’t know what I did.  But 
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when I came back I said to Katherine, “Did you put the flowers in?”  I wore a white evening 
dress because I knew that I was going to get the orchids, you know.  But no orchids came. 
 
WJK & RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: So when Daddy came home he goes into the bedroom and I am livid. And I started crying 
and I said, “David, dear, you never sent the orchids and I was depending on it, this is what I was 
going to wear.”  And it needed something and I didn’t have jewels and anything like that to 
enhance the dress.  It needed something.  So he said, “Oh, darling, please don’t cry, I’ll give you 
the money.”  I said, “I don’t want the money, I want” [laughs] 
 
WJK: the orchids. 
 
MMK: “the orchids because I needed it and if I knew that you weren’t going to send it, which I 
certainly expected.” Cause this is the very first formal that we went to after we married.  Of 
course that never happened again because he just thought we’re married now and no sense 
spending my money on orchids! [laughs] 
 
WJK: That was sensible. 
 
MMK:  Anyway, poor David, he learned very, very quickly, you know. [laughs] 
 
WJK: [laughs] You got him straightened out. 
 
MMK: Just like my $280 that I put into the joint account that we kept for one year.  Did I tell 
you about that? 
 
WJK: What about your relations with your mother-in-law after you were married? 
 
MMK: You know, this is very funny, because she was a lovely, lovely lady, a really lovely lady, 
but she was like a matriarch.  And when we were being fitted for the bride’s maids’ dresses, you 
know how you did, I had a beautiful dress made and I went with the girls to see the dresses they 
were having.  They didn’t ask me for the length, they asked Mother what she thought and Mother 
knew nothing about what was right for that sort of thing. 
 
RBK: His mother?  Why would they ask his mother? 
 
MMK: Because Mother was Mother.  Whatever Mother said was, and she didn’t know anything 
about style, you know. Well, I wasn’t going to say anything to her, I wasn’t going to make an 
issue of it because if this is the way she wanted them to look it’s alright with me. 
 
RBK: Which girls are you talking about? 
 
MMK:  Boy [Beatrice?] and Ethel. 
 
RBK: Oh, his sisters. 
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MMK: Yeah. 
 
WJK: The bride’s maids. 
 
MMK: The bride’s maids. And you see, she didn’t, this is the way they were brought up, that 
when mother said, but Herman, on the other hand, he would let her talk but he would do exactly 
what his, what he’d go out he’d do exactly what he wanted.  But David was brought up that way, 
Ethel was brought up that way, Boy was brought up that way. 
 
WJK: Did Daddy feel any tension, being in between you and mother-in-law? 
 
MMK: No because I never made that kind of issue with David, you know what I mean? I told 
him how I felt, I didn’t tell him about these things that happened that bothered me, I didn’t tell 
David about it because what was he going to do about it?  Is he going to go to his mother and 
start something between us? No.  They got so that they loved me.  They really did.  And to this 
very day I can say that I don’t have a better friend than Ethel Chodash.  She’s most considerate 
of me, nobody could be more considerate.  She calls on me most every single day since David 
died. 
 
WJK: You haven’t mentioned anything about your father-in-law. 
 
MMK: My father-in-law, when my mother-in-law finally died, my father-in-law just loved me to 
death, he really did.  And every night, every single night that we were home, he lived in an 
apartment, he sold the house and he lived in an apartment where he still had to take a bus to 
come to our house, but he’d come to our house for dinner every single night that we were home. 
 
RBK: When was that? 
 
MMK: What, darling? 
 
RBK: When was that? 
 
MMK: That was in ’49 when my mother-in-law died and he was, he didn’t die until 50-
something [1952].  But every night he came, and if we had shrimp, you know, I kept kosher for 
three years thinking I wanted to be a good daughter-in-law, I wanted my mother-in-law to like 
me, and so I said to David, “I know you’re not asking me to do this, but I will do it because I 
want Mother to be able to come to the house for dinner.”  So I always invited them but in the 
three years, the only thing she would have was a cup of tea in the house.  Pop would eat 
everything. I would never have anything but chicken or soup but she still, it wasn’t kosher 
enough, so she wouldn’t eat anything, but he would eat everything. After three years, I said to 
David when, I used to go to Brooklyn on Wednesday night to see my mother and do some 
shopping for her and spend an evening because he would go to his mother for dinner that night 
because he had meetings at night at the Orphans Home where he was president or Old Folks 
Home.  And so, one night I came home and I said, “David dear, what did you have for dinner?” 
because I didn’t want him to have the same thing for the next day.  And he said, “Well, I had 
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WJK: Ham sandwich. 
 
MMK: “Meat, and I had chocolate pudding.”  I’d never had chocolate pudding with meat before 
because that wasn’t kosher as far as I was concerned. I said, “Are you sure?”  And he said, “Yes 
I’m sure.” Well, I didn’t know that you could make chocolate pudding with water instead of milk 
but when I heard it, I thought to myself, this is a very good time to get out of this kosher business 
because she doesn’t come to the house at all, Pop always eats at our house, so what am I 
knocking my brains out about?  So I said to him, “Well, if you had chocolate pudding you 
[inaudible].  That gives me an out, I’d really and truly don’t enjoy having being kosher because 
I’m not kosher enough for Mother, she never comes to eat here, all she has is a cup of tea and a 
cookie,” 
 
WJK: A kosher cookie. 
 
MMK: So he said, “I never asked you to do it.” So I said, okay, and the next day I went out and 
got a beautiful steak and you know 
 
WJK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: and I was in business.  I never cooked because from the day I was married, came home 
from Europe, I had a miscarriage because we wanted a baby right away, I used to look at David 
and I could get pregnant, so that when we came home we went to my mother’s and there I had to 
be aborted because I started staining and the doctor said it wasn’t a good take and so I had to, 
well then he went home to Jersey and got me this maid because we had this apartment all set for 
me to come home to, but it didn’t work out that way, I had to stay in Brooklyn for a while.  But 
we had this very nice maid who stayed with us for eight years.   
 
WJK: Who was that? 
 
MMK: Mrs. Hanson. 
 
RBK: I remember her. 
 
MMK: You remember her? 
 
RBK: She had a daughter?  
 
MMK: That’s right, and that’s how she left.  I had Mrs. Hanson and Betty was the nursemaid 
after you became, after I had the two babies. But she was very, very nice.  She had an apartment 
next door, in the building next to us, 107. So this is the way we started.  We lived at Stegman 
Parkway first, that’s where we had our first apartment and that’s where I remember you with the 
tears, the great big tears is how you used to cry with the, with absolutely, like a faucet it would 
come out of your eyes with crying, when you felt that you 
 
RBK: Wasn’t Betty the German maid? 
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MMK: That’s right. The Nazi, you remember that?  Isn’t that amazing? 
 
RBK: Well, you remember it. 
 
MMK: Well, I remember it because you were very, very small then, you were a little boy.  I 
remember one time the milkman, you were playing, it was Stegman Parkway, it was a round 
[inaudible], well you don’t remember that.  He called you and I looked out the window and I saw 
that you weren’t playing where you were supposed to play.  And you were crossing the street and 
I nearly screamed, I screamed, I screamed, I was so nervous to see you running across.  Stupidly, 
he, the jerk, calls this little boy to come over.  And so, when he came back I scolded you for 
going, running out in the street and the tears were coming down, they were gushing down out of 
a faucet. 
 
RBK: Were the milkmen pulled by horses? 
 
MMK: No, he, I think so, yeah, right.  That’s right. That’s 60 years ago, 58 years ago. 
 
WJK: I’d like to check up on political affiliation.  
 
MMK: With what? 
 
WJK: Where the first inklings of party affiliation, 
 
MMK: Well, my father was a Republican, darling. But when I married David I became a 
Democrat, you see.  
 
WJK: What did being a Democrat in those days mean? Or being a Republican? 
 
MMK: Well, in my day it was Hague’s day in Jersey, where everybody was a Democrat, you 
see, because if you were anything else you were out on your ear.  And Daddy was not political 
but he used to go to court, Bob Kinkead was a Democrat. 
 
RBK: Why was your father a Republican? 
 
MMK: I don’t know, darling.  
 
WJK: That’s provincial politics, but at the national level what did it mean? 
 
MMK: I wasn’t political, I didn’t think too much about it.  And so my father voted Republican so 
I voted, when David, I had an affiliation in Jersey City it 
 
WJK: It didn’t mean anything. 
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MMK: I was never conscious, in those years we weren’t conscious of a lot of things, you didn’t 
get the televisions going all the time and getting yourself into all kinds of complicated issues that 
you had no connection with. 
 
RBK:  How were all, how old was Dad’s mother when she died? 
 
MMK: 76. 
 
RBK: And what was the matter with her? 
 
MMK: Well, she became a little senile, she died on, I think it was Mother’s Day, and we got 
notice of it and I was heartbroken about it because we became very good friends.  I was 
devastated when she died, I really was.  My father-in-law was another thing.  He was more with 
it. 
 
RBK: He was sharp. 
 
MMK: He was from another world, which I wasn’t accustomed to, you see.  In our household, 
when we had anything to say we’d say it and nobody would take offense because we all knew 
that we loved each other, you know.  To this day I can say anything to my brothers and they 
know that I love them dearly and whatever I say I don’t mean to offend.  In those days you had 
to kow tow to mother-in-law or else you were out.  But, I learned that I would never cross her. 
 
WJK: But in the description of both families, the mother was a matriarchal control 
 
MMK: Both. Both.  
 
WJK: Was that common? 
 
MMK: In those days? I wouldn’t know because I wasn’t, you see, I was at school, I was at 
college, I had no reference to other families, so I didn’t know.  This was the way our family was.  
My mother, my father was very retiring, very introverted 
 
RBK: But Dad’s father wasn’t. 
 
MMK: No, Pop Klausner was with me. He 
 
WJK: But nevertheless, Dad’s mother was the ruling figure. 
 
MMK: Of the children, unbelievable, because, they were like from another world. 
 
RBK: But Pop, Grandpa Klausner didn’t, the relationship between Grandpa Klausner and 
Grandma Klausner 
 
MMK: I don’t know how they acted with each other but I know how they reacted with me.  I can 
only tell you that because I wasn’t that intimate.  Because you know we used to go to visit, we 
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used to go to Brooklyn we’d stop at Grandma Klausner’s first and then we’d go to spend the 
afternoon, the whole afternoon in Brooklyn. Because I didn’t have that much rapport even 
though I respected my mother-in-law very much because she was a brilliant lady.  But she was a 
real matriarch.  And the children were the kind that went along with it.  You see, with us, it 
wasn’t that way. We’d say things and my mother would know that I didn’t mean much. 
 
RBK: How old was Grandpa Klausner when he died? 
 
MMK: In his eighties.  
 
RBK: He died of what, a heart attack? 
 
MMK: I think stroke. 
 
WJK: Did they talk a lot about the old country? 
 
MMK: No. No. 
 
WJK: And how about your parents? 
 
MMK: No. No because 
 
WJK: Did they have relations there that they wrote to? 
 
MMK: No, no.  Because my mother was two, I think when she came here. My father brought his 
family over when he came here.  My father was the first one to come, he was 15, I think.  He was 
the very first one.  He brought his brother over who he took into business with him.  He had 
another brother, Abbe, who, and he had a sister and he brought over his mother.  I never knew 
my grandfather on my father’s side. 
 
WJK: What languages did they speak? 
 
MMK: English. 
 
WJK: No, when your father came? 
 
MMK: Oh, I don’t, I never met my father when [laughs], I never knew my father when he didn’t 
talk English.  You see, my father came over in the eighties, he was married in 1900 and by that 
time he learned English, he learned how to read and write. 
 
WJK: But he didn’t keep up with his mother tongue? 
 
MMK: No, nobody ever spoke, not even my grandfather spoke Yiddish. 
 
WJK: Or Russian? 
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MMK: No Russian. I never heard of Russian.  But Yiddish would be the 
 
WJK: But if they came from Russia one would assume that they spoke Russian. 
 
MMK: No, no I never heard my father say a word in Russian, always English. 
 
WJK: But they also knew Yiddish. 
 
MMK: They knew Yiddish but never spoke it.  My grandfather [Axelrod] lived with us for many 
years.  In fact, he died the day I was engaged.  I went in to show him my ring, the ring that 
Daddy gave me.  He didn’t come out, we found that he was dead. He never saw the ring but he 
knew that I was getting engaged.  
 
WJK and RBK: [inaudible] 
 
MMK: He was the most gorgeous looking man you have ever, ever seen. He had black hair, with 
a streak of white in it.  Six feet tall.  His wife was a little bit of a thing.  I only remember her 
because I was very, very young when she died.  And then he came to live with the different 
people but when he died he was living with us.  
 
RBK: That was your mother’s father? 
 
MMK: He was the most gorgeous, my uncle Herman looked something like him but nothing to 
compare.  Yeah, he was gorgeous. We had a very good life, it was a very loving family.  The 
only friction I ever  
 
[end of tape] 
 
TAPE 6, SIDE B 
 
WJK: Brothers? 
 
MMK: Yes,  
 
WJK: How did you perceive them? 
 
MMK: Lovingly. Lovingly.   
 
WJK: Did you have any favorites? 
 
MMK: I was just going to tell you.  I really didn’t have any favorites.  I liked, I loved some a 
little more than the others but there weren’t favorites.  I still, of course my brothers are still with 
me, some of them, but my brother, Irving, was outstanding in his consideration of all of us, he 
was like another 
 
WJK: He was the oldest? 
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MMK: No, Mannie was the eldest of my brothers, he was right under me, three years younger 
than I.  But Mannie was never very careful, Mannie was always very negative and so when I 
think of Mannie, I think of him as self- 
 
WJK: Centered. 
 
MMK: Centered. And I know he was a wonderful husband to Shirley and a wonderful father, 
family man but that was it and everybody else was on the outside.  Whereas with Irving it was an 
entirely different situation.  Irving, of course he never married, which is one reason why he was 
so caring with all of us. 
 
WJK: But he had a live-in. He was living in with Rose? 
 
MMK: Never, never! Never, never, never. No, he had a relationship but he was home, at home 
every single night of his life.  The biggest storm, he was having dinner with her, but never stayed 
over. Never. So all my brothers I adore and I still have wonderful relationship with them. But 
Irving was somebody special. He was really very special, because he cared about the whole 
family.  He was like a surrogate father. 
 
WJK: You never felt any problems in being the only girl among all those men? 
 
MMK: No, never developed anything because I always felt like Mama.  And I think they must 
have thought of me as Mama because I always took care of them.  My mother used to go to the 
different organizations and I would be the one to be home.  Worrying whether I could find 
Seymour somewheres.  He was the bane of my existence. Cause I never knew where I could find 
him.  I’d find him on a fire escape wherever, but it was impossible to keep track of Seymour. 
And Manny was impossible because if he didn’t get everything, he’d been to I don’t know how 
many colleges  
 
RBK: How many colleges? 
 
MMK: Many! He was graduated from Boys High and went to college, he went to New England 
somewhere, he went to, it must have been three or four different colleges. Alfred was one of 
them. St. Johns was another one, I can’t remember because I used to go crazy with him. 
 
WJK: Did he change or was he encouraged to change? 
 
MMK: He, he’d get bored with and if he got tired he’d would always say, “I’m going to 
Europe.”  He’d go, my mother went crazy with him. That was the only positive thing he would 
do, it was negative, negative in everything, negative in everything.  
 
WJK: How did WWII affect your lives? 
 
MMK: Well, WWII, Irving was in the Army,  
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WJK: You were married by then. 
 
MMK: Oh yeah, we have a picture of all of, all of 
 
WJK: All of the boys.  
 
MMK: the boys in uniform.  Stanley went across, Belgium I think, Oscar, I don’t know where he 
went. And Seymour 
 
RBK: He was in Maryland, Bethesda.  
 
MMK: And Mannie was the only one who wasn’t in, because he was the eldest of five and so, 
my father needed him in business. So he was exempt.  But everything went along smoothly, 
thank God, they came back whole. Though cousins of mine were killed and it was a very sad 
time. There was very little that you were happy about in those days because it was a very sad 
time for everybody.  
 
RBK: And what about social life?  You mentioned your first formal ball. 
 
MMK: Well, when I, coming from Jersey, coming to Jersey I should say, Daddy had his friends 
and naturally we became very friendly, I became very friendly with his friends 
 
RBK: Who were his friends? 
 
MMK: Herbert and Edie Aberton, they [inaudible] married. It was Ben Markowitz and Ida,  
 
RBK: He was an eye doctor? 
 
MMK: He was a urologist. He was a urologist. Herbert was in the drug business.  Then we had, 
after a while, Sam Berman and Florence was in our group. And, the Sieglers, Julius and Ethel, 
David wasn’t friendly with Jules and Ethel when I came, in fact, when I came, when I lived, we 
lived in 117 Kensington and I had Betty, the nurse, we used to take you to the park and one day 
the telephone bell rang and it was Ethel Siegler on the telephone to tell me that my nurse had 
reprimanded you and sat you down on the bench, sort of hard, to reprimand you about 
something, and she started telling me, and I said to her, “I appreciate your interest but I gave 
Betty full charge of the child and I know all about her and I am very confident that she would do 
the right thing even though it was a little hard for you to understand, I had given her that 
permission.” As much as to tell her to mind her own business. So that for years I had nothing to 
do with Ethel who became one of my very best friends. 
 
RBK: Who were some of your other friends? 
 
MMK: Well, it was, we had this group,  
 
RBK: Were the Pearlbergs in that group? 
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MMK: But not in this group. The Pearlbergs were very good friends of ours.  The Levinsons 
were very dear friends of ours 
 
WJK: The Meltzers 
 
MMK: The Meltzers but that was short lived. They were just for a short time.  The Tints were a 
short time because it took time to get into that friendship and then they died very young. 
Considerably young, you know.  So that we had a lot of friends. And then I had my New York 
friends, you see, The Barons, the Shoenzeits and the Finkes, who you, who wanted you so badly 
to meet Betty.  And she sent you a Komen brush set for one of your birthdays with a note to say 
you gotta meet Betty and I met Betty on a bus coming down, with her mother, and I said, when I 
saw Betty I said to her, “The Finkes want you to meet Bob but I’m gonna tell him to call you.  
Will you accept a date?” and she said, “Oh, I’ll be very happy to.”  And so you went and called 
her and had a date with Betty and then when you came home I said, “How did it go?” And what 
do you think you said? 
 
RBK: I have no idea. 
 
MMK: Well, I’ll tell you.  
 
RBK: What did I say? 
 
MMK: “I think she’ll be fine in three years.” 
 
RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: That’s exactly what you said, Bob. 
 
WJK: And how long was that before you got married? 
 
RBK: Three years! 
 
All: [laugh] 
 
MMK: To go up to Wells College to see Betty.  
 
WJK: So it worked out. 
 
MMK: So it worked out.  
 
WJK/RBK: [laughs] 
 
MMK: But that’s what you told me. She’ll be all right in three years. 
 
RBK: [inaudible] 
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All: [laugh] 
 
WJK: I’m not sure we should play this particular tape. However 
 
MMK: That was the first date you had with Betty. 
 
WJK: The second date it was down to about a year and a half. The third date another six months. 
What did one do for social activities then, what was  
 
[Door opens] Betty yells, “Bob?” 
 
MMK: [laughs] Ah, welcome, you just missed the party. How did it go, Liz? 
 
EBK: Very good. 
 
MMK: Oh yeah? 
 
[tape off, no more recording] 
 
  


